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president’'s message

Thank You, Sisters

his past spring was filled with activities
l for chapters and alumnae associations.
Thank you for what each of you is doing

to make Kappa Kappa Gamma the special
organization we treasure.

Some of you are aware that in addition to my
volunteer role as Fraternity President, I have a
career with Eli Lilly and Company. Although 1
am able to retire from Eli Lilly, I have decided
to delay that for some time. In fact, I have
started a significant initiative that will last
beyond the next biennium and make available
time an even greater challenge for me. With this
in mind, I have removed my name from the
nominating list for Fraternity office, as I believe
this is in the best interest of Kappa and me and
my family.

In no way is my decision meant to deter
those who seek to balance Kappa in their busy
lives. I truly am in awe and appreciative of the
many volunteers who generously give of their
time while caring for children and elderly
parents, serving in leadership roles in their
communities, managing a household and being
employed outside the home. Such is Kappa’s
Tradition of Leadership.

I have truly enjoyed this biennium and the
exciting things we have accomplished. I strongly
believe it is time to once again shift leadership to
enable Kappa to make another leap forward.
Since 1970 I have served Kappa in some capacity
each year and 1 look forward to supporting you
and your initiatives in the future.

We are an organization with a wealth of
talent. I continue to be excited by the challenges
to Kappa and now is a good time to transition
leadership.

One thing I ask of each of you: Please
encourage others and enable them to see the
value of volunteering for Kappa. We will need to
continue to grow our talent to make sure we are
a relevant and vibrant organization when we
celebrate our sesquicentennial in 2020.

Again, thanks for giving your time, talent and
treasure to my favorite organization of women
supporting women.

Loyally,

A @)/.,_, e e

PrisciLiA (PriS) MURPHY GERDE, Purdue
Fraternity President

Our Mission Statement

allegiance to positive ethical principles.

Kappa Kappa Gamma is an organization of women, which seeks for every
member throughout her life bonds of friendship, mutual support, opportunities for
self-growth, respect for intellectual development, and an understanding of and an
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fraternity news

Editor Says Farewell

It has been a great pleasure serving you over the past
nine years, but the time has come for me to step down as
Editor of The Key. This has been a difficult decision, but
my three young daughters need more of my time and
attention, so I am letting go of the deadlines and responsi-
bilities that The Key requires.

I am truly going to miss the job and everyone involved
with it. I say a heartfelt “thank-you” to the wonderful and
talented Editorial Board members. It has been my honor
and privilege to work with so many talented and dedicated
volunteers. I also thank our readers who have offered
feedback, as well as support and encouragement through
the years.

It is my pleasure to pass the torch to the newly
appointed Editor, KRISTIN JOHNSON STYERS, Georgia
Southern. Her educational background includes a
bachelor’s degree in English from Georgia Southern
University and a juris doctorate, cum laude, from the
University of Baltimore.

From 1997-2003, Kristin filled several roles within the
Communications Department at Fraternity Headquarters

JENNY STRUTHERS Hoover, Bowling Green, with
husband Chris and daughters (L to R) Ashley,
Anna and Ava.

KRisTin JoHNSON STYErs, Georgia Southern

involving writing, editing, printing and production. She
was involved with the History 2000 project, Leadership
Guide, the Fraternity’s first Web site and numerous other
publications and programs. She is also a former Collegiate
News Editor for The Key. Kristin and husband Adam have
11-year-old twins, Kara and Will.

I know Kristin will enjoy the same support and
cooperation you have given me, Our award-winning
publication, which is approaching its 125th anniversary, is
in excellent hands. Please welcome Kristin, and share your
thoughts with her about what you would like to see in
future issues. The Key truly exemplifies Kappa’s Tradition
of Leadership, and I am proud to have been a part of it.

Love and loyally,

AM/M

JENNY STRUTHERS HOOVER, Bowling Green
Editor 1997-2006

Welcome New Editorial Board Member

The Key welcomes new Editorial Board member JANICE (JANNIE) THOMAS BARRON, Missouri. Jannie brings a wealth
of experience to the board. Recently retired from directing the Aerospace Engineering Short Course Program at the
University of Kansas, she has been involved with the Fraternity for many years. She is currently the President of the
LAWRENCE (KAN.) ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION, and a former member of the OMEGA, Kansas, Advisory Board. She also has
held officer positions in the GREATER KANSAS CITY (M0.) ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION. Jannie will serve as Contributing Editor.

The Editorial Board is seeking a Collegiate News Editor with strong writing and interviewing skills. This volunteer
position requires approximately 10-20 hours per month and computer access (high-speed Internet connection
preferred). Attendance at an annual Editorial Board meeting is required. Related expenses are reimbursed. For a detailed
job description, contact KRISTIN JOHNSON STYERS, Georgia Southern, Editor, at Kappa Kappa Gamma Headquarters,
P.O. Box 38, Columbus, OH 43216-0038, (866) KKG-1870, or via e-mail, kstyers@kkg.org. Qualified applicants will
be referred to the Editorial Board for approval by Fraternity Council.

www.kappa.org * Summer 2006 *+ The Key +



fraternity news

Help Shape Kappa’s Future!

Please send in your thoughts for the Fraternity’s strategic
plan! At this year’s Convention, former Fraternity President,
ANN STAFFORD TRUESDELL, Ohio Wesleyan, and the Long-
Range Planning Chairman, BETH SHARP, Penn State, will be
facilitating several focus groups. The feedback gathered from
these discussions and from your responses to the questions
below will be shared with the new Fraternity Council as it
begins work on a new strategic plan.

If you have any questions about the process, feel free to contact
Beth Sharp at bsharp@aerosoles.com, or DENISE RUGANI, UC
Davis, Fraternity Vice President, at drugani@earthlink.net,
or Ann Truesdell, at astruesdell@cs.com. Thank you for your
participation—your input is invaluable.

1. How do we make Kappa more
accessible to our membership?

2. How do we make Kappa more
relevant to you?

3. Think about where you see yourself
in five to 10 years. How do you see
Kappa fitting into that vision?

4. What should Kappa:
« Keep doing to meet your needs?
« Do differently?

Kappa Kappa Gamma Strategic
Plan Survey

Hurry! Respond by July 15, 2006!

E-mail your responses to kkghq@kappa.org or mail to Kappa
Kappa Gamma Fraternity Headquarters, P.O. Box 38, Columbus,
OH 43216-0038 or fax (614) 228-7809.

Optional

Please include your information if you would be like to be
notified that your feedback was received.

Name
(First) (Last) (Maiden)
Address
(Street Address)
(City) (State) (Zip Code)

(College/University Attended)

Phone number ( )

E-mail address

This form is for your convenience only. You may send your
responses on a separate sheet or via e-mail if you wish.
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5. How can Kappa distinguish itself
from all the other choices that vie for
your time and energy?

6. Think about other organizations that
are successful in attracting and retain-
ing members. What are they doing to
make their organizations so appealing?

"l;

7. If you hadan dﬁboi:tfu'ﬁ'itv]l% sit down
with the new Council'and give theiii one
piece of advice, what wou llJt bez

1 _‘}"

8. Please share any additional thoughts
that are not covered by these guestions.




Georgia Southern
Revitalization

Kappa Kappa Gamma is reestablishing the ZETA
UpsiLon Chapter at Georgia Southern University.
We are looking for fresh faces with leadership skills
to get the chapter off to a bright new start.

If you know of a potential member who will be
attending Georgia Southern in the fall of 2006, please
contact ELIZABETH BAILEY, Mississippi, Province
Director of Chapters, at 2393 Caladium Dr., Atlanta,
GA 30345, or via e-mail, baileyeliz@aol.com or
MARY TILESTON WAGNER, South Carolina, Province
Director of Alumnae, at 6623 Formosa Dr., Columbia,
SC 29206, or via e-mail marytwagner@yahoo.com.

As we reestablish Zeta Upsilon Chapter we are
looking for potential members who are leaders within
your community—women who will carry on Kappa’s
Tradition of Leadership. Thank you for helping us find
the future leaders of this chapter!

Membership
Directories—
Just for Kappas

Did you know that Kappa Kappa Gamma member
directories (lists of names and addresses of Kappas
available through Fraternity Headquarters) are for the
use of alumna and undergraduate members of Kappa
Kappa Gamma only in conducting Fraternity business
and shall not be used for non-Fraternity business or
furnished to or used by anyone outside the Fraternity?

This policy also includes directories created and
maintained by alumnae associations and chapters.
These directories are private and may be used only
by our members for Kappa-related purposes. Online
member information is only available to other
Kappas via a secure, password-protected site;
however, if you do not want your contact
information available on the Web site, please call the
Membership Services Department at Fraternity
Headquarters at (866) KKG-1870 or kkghq@kappa.org.

New Alumnae
Associations

Kappa Kappa Gamma welcomes the following
alumnae associations. To join the TEMECULA
VALLEY (CALIE.) ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION, contact
KELLY WHITE DANIEL, Arizona, at 4kdaniel@msn.com
or (951) 244-8842. To join the NORTH CENTRAL OHIO
ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION, contact KELLY BOSSERMAN,
Tennessee, at kbossvol90@msn.com or (440) 734-3899,

Leadership Academy
2006 Is Coming!

Kappa Kappa Gamma is pleased to announce the
2006 Leadership Academy to be held September 28
through October 1, 2006. Funded through a generous
grant from the Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation, there
is no cost to participants.

Leadership Academy is an intensive four-day retreat
at Bradford Woods outdoor education center in
Martinsville, Ind. A fun-filled experience, the
Leadership Academy features outdoor leadership
challenges, personal reflection and group interaction,
while encouraging participants to reach their
leadership potential. Programming was developed in
partnership with the TomPeters! Company and
Bradford Woods.

An intergenerational event, Leadership Academy is
open to one representative from each chapter and 70
alumnae from across the United States and Canada.
Plumb your leadership potential!

If you are interested in attending Leadership
Academy this fall or simply want more information,
please contact Marla Williams, Director of Education
and Training, at (614) 228-6515, ext. 132 or e-mail to
mwilliams@kkg.org. Openings may still be available.
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Online Rose McGill
Magazine Orders

Members and non-members can now order
magazines via the Kappa Kappa Gamma Web
site. The new features include an online catalog
and secure credit card transactions. Ordering
online is easy and secure! Here's how:
© Go to www.kappa.org/rose.
© Log in using your member number found on
The Key mailing label or for non-members,
create a log-in.

© Browse the online catalog to make your
magazine selections.

O Fill out the order form with your credit card
information and submit. .

You may also use the online order process if you
are using a check; however, the order will not be
processed until the check is received. The online
order form will guide you through the process.

The Rose McGill Fund, established in 1922,
provides confidential aid to deserving Kappas of
all ages who unexpectedly find themselves in
financial need due to misfortune or illness.
Approximately 50 percent of the price of each
subscription comes back to Kappa. Read a Rose
McGill recipient’s story on Page 31.
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Ordering magazines online is easy and secure
with this new feature on www.kappa.org/rose.

Chapter Finances
Now Online

The Chapter Finance Department is pleased to
offer our chapters the QuickBooks 2006 online
edition! As soon as the 2005-06 year-end finance
materials are submitted by chapter Treasurers to
Fraternity Headquarters, they can transition to
the QuickBooks 2006 online edition. Transitioning
to a Web-based chapter finance program will be
more convenient—no software to install and
maintain, improved support, and new features
that allow for e-mailing member invoices and
paperless reporting to Fraternity Headquarters.
For more information, contact the Chapter
Finance Department at (614) 228-6515, ext. 105.
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Share Your Story
or Expertise

The Key is considering future stories on eating
disorders, depression and online communities—
Facebook, MySpace, Xanga, etc. If you are willing
to share your story or if you have a professional or
personal background in any of these areas or other
topics that you feel would be of interest to readers
of The Key, please contact KRISTIN STYERS via e-
mail at kstyers@kkg.org or call (800) KKG-1870,
ext. 124. Articles used may be edited for clarity,
length and style by the Editorial Board.

For submission guidelines, see Page 7. For more
detailed instructions, visit www.kappa.org and
click on “The Key.”




Protect Your Badge

In order to ensure that your
membership badge is properly
protected, please fill out the
form below and keep it with

This simple step will help
make sure that your precious
badge, an official emblem of
the Fraternity, does not fall
into the possession of a
nonmember who may not
realize its significance.

Kappa Kappa Gamma
Badge Disposition
Instructions

1\
as a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma, request
that my membership badge, a one-inch golden
key bearing the Greek letters KKI" and AQO,
be ...

(Check one)

___returned to Kappa Kappa Gamma Fraternity
Headquarters (530 E. Town St., P.O. Box 38,
Columbus, OH 43215).

left to my sister, daughter, granddaughter,
great-granddaughter or other direct legacy
connection.

__leftto chapter

to be used as an award badge for

left to alumnae

association to be used as

buried with me.

Date: _

Member Signature:

Keep with your badge or legal documents.

your badge or personal papers.

;

What The Key
Is Looking for:

® Feature stories that inform, inspire and challenge.

® Stories that exhibit leadership, scholarship and
friendship.

® Informative, heartwarming or humorous stories.

e Stories with broad appeal to our more than
160,500 readers.

® Good ideas from one alumnae association or
chapter that may be used by others.

® Feature articles from Kappa experts in various fields
of interest.

® Articles about Greek and campus trends.

What The Key Can’t Use—and Why:

® Stories or photographs of weddings, babies,
birthdays and 50-, 65- and 75-year pin recipients.
(There are simply too many to allow for fairness
and broad reader interest. These are more
appropriate for local alumnae association and
chapter newsletters.)

® Photos that show glasses, bottles or cans that may
contain alcohol.

® Obituaries or profiles of deceased members
(Exceptions are made for former Fraternity
Presidents.)

Tips for Submitting Photographs
to The Key

® Digital images and film prints are acceptable—but
digital photographs must be large, high resolution
(300 dpi).

® Use at least a 3.2-megapixel camera on the highest-
quality settings. The resolution must be set on large,
while the compression must be set on superfine.

® Images must originally be captured at the
highest/largest resolution. Taking a picture with a
small-resolution setting, then increasing the file
size to 300 dpi in a photo-management program
won't work!

® Aim for good lighting, minimal clutter and no
beverage containers. Have your group step away
from the dinner table and find an uncluttered area.

® Get up close so faces can be seen.

www.kappa.org = Summer 2006 = The Key +7




When we talk about reading and children, it’s easy to get
lost amid statistics and test scores. While extremely
important, they are not, and should not be, the whole story.
Reading is more than a mechanical, measurable exercise;
it’s a journey into the human imagination, a doorway to

new worlds and boundless possibilities.

Reading Is Fundamental f
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— By TarA Greco, William and Mary, Director of Public Relations, RIF

le-‘Ml "l
s|gaso] 4L

ur Children and

Reading Is Fun

Reading Is Fundamental’s (RIF) efforts in
communities across the United States are rooted in the
idea that to ensure that children can read, it’s vital to
ensure that they want to read. Our task should be not
just to create competent readers, but to shape new
generations of willing and eager readers. We should
never forget that reading should be fun. As we strive to
increase reading achievement, let’s always leave room for
the joy of discovering new worlds and ideas, the
excitement of unfolding mysteries, and the recognition
of ourselves in a well-formed character.

Create Lifelong Readers

While the magic of reading might not show up on test
scores, it can be written in the hearts of children who
are given the chance to experience it. The best way to
create lifelong readers is to show children that reading is
about life. It cannot happen without access to books and
to caring adults eager to forge that special bond between
children and the world of reading.

Our Future

Statistics show that most students do not read for
pleasure regularly, and that the older they get, the less
they read. The most recent National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) scores reveal that only
43 percent of fourth-graders and a mere 19 percent of
eighth-graders read for fun every day.

This decline poses a danger to literacy levels,
especially as children head into summer vacation.
According to the Johns Hopkins Center for Summer
Learning, students—particularly children from low-

income families—can lose as much as two months of

reading achievement during summer break. Over the
years, this gap can lead some children to fall more than
two years behind their peers in verbal achievement.

Plant a Seed

This is where RIF comes in. The millions of books
RIF provides each year are seeds planted in the imagina-
tions of children, ready to be nurtured by families,
caring adults, teachers and entire communities.

Every community can take action to keep children
reading. As parents, family members, community

www.kappa.org * Summer 2006 + The Key =9



organizers, childcare professionals, health-care pro-
fessionals, clergy or even business leaders, we must
lead community-wide efforts that show that we think
reading is important, and we find joy in reading.

Start Reading Early

We must encourage a child’s language and literacy
development before that child can even walk. We
must share books with infants from birth, when
language and reading experiences begin to build a
foundation for future reading achievement. And as
they grow, we must continue to talk with our
children—about books, about play, about events in
our daily lives—because this is how children learn to
use and understand language.

Read at Home

In the home, families can support good reading
habits. For the youngest children, motivating them
to read can be as simple as sharing stories together
regularly. Snuggle with them, read to them, get them
excited about books,

Set an Example

Reaching older students requires different
strategies. Find ways to link reading to their current
interests. For the baseball fan or player, suggest
reading a favorite player’s biography. Remember that
anything a child reads, from comic books to the
current sports or teen magazines to a short novel,
helps build reading skills. Keep plenty of books,
magazines and newspapers available and make an
effort to be seen reading them yourself; your reading
habits will set an example that will encourage a child
to read.

Use Local Resources

Supporting children’s reading habits is also a
community responsibility, and it can be done even
with limited resources. Work through libraries and
community activity centers to establish programs
such as summertime book clubs or reading
mentorship programs that partner older students
with young children. These activities provide an
outlet that will not only improve reading skills, but
will also make students feel good about doing it.

Stay Committed

Literacy is a defining issue for all of us. The literate
children of today become the literate adults of
tomorrow, staffing our workforce, contributing to our
economy, and directing our future. We owe it to
them—and to ourselves—to make a commitment to
keep them interested in reading and learning. (=
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Many children and adults
struggle with reading....

W Thirty-six percent of American fourth-graders
read below the “Basic” level on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) reading.
test (National Center for Education Statistics
[NCES], 2005).

W Forty million adults in the United States can’t
read well enough to read a simple story to a child
(NCES, 1992).

B The number of high school seniors who read at
or above “Proficient” has been declining since 1992,
according to the NAEP reading test (NCES, 2002).

B Fourth-graders who reported having 25 books or
more at home had higher scores on the NAEP
reading test than children who reported they didn’t
have that many books (NCES, 2005).

Sources:

Hart, B., & Risley, T. R. (1995). Meaningful
Differences in the Everyday Experience of Young
American Children. Baltimore, MD: Paul H
Brookes.

National Center for Education Statistics (2002,
2005). NAEP Reading Report Card. Office of
Educational Research and Improvement.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education.
U.S. Department of Education (1999). A Nation

Still at Risk, Washington, DC: U.S. Department of
Education

Celebrating the Joy of

Reading for 40 Years

Reading Is Fundamental, Inc. (RIF), founded in
1966, motivates children to read by working with
them, their parents, and community members to
make reading a fun and beneficial part of everyday
life. RIF's highest priority is reaching underserved
children from birth to age 8. Through community
volunteers in every state and U.S. territory, RIF
provides 4.5 million children with 16 million new,
free books and literacy resources each year. For
more information and to access reading resources,
visit www.rif.org.

On November 3, 2006, RIF will celebrate its 40th
anniversary. Activities and events are occurring
throughout the year to mark the occasion. Log on

to www.rif.org/40years to learn how you can join
the celebration.




Kappas Across the Continent

Support RIF

In support of RIF, the St. PETERSBURG
ALUMNAE AssociaTion donated more than
20 books to the Christmas Toy Shop, a
nonprofit organization which distributes
toys to underprivileged children.

NorTH SaN Dieco County ALumnat support RIF by collecting pre-school children’s books
for a new library being started at Casa de Amparo, a residential facility for abused
children. The project started slowly but picked up steam when Mary ANN FRASER
Kenneoy, Pennsylvania, pictured, announced that she, personally, had collected more
than 150 books. Not only did she collect the books, but offered to label them with
the Kappa Kappa Gamma bookplate available from the Fraternity. This successful
project made more than 250 books available to Casa de Amparo.

The DeserT ALUMNAE AssociaTioN combined
their support of RIF with a project to
benefit the children of the nearby 29 Palms
Marine Corps base. Members raised $2,500
to purchase personal activity books that
use games and pictures to help explain the
concepts of military life, including
deployment, dealing with emotions and
taking pride in being a member of a
military family. An additional $150 is
earmarked for an essay contest for children
at the base to write about “What this
library means to me.”

Presenting the check to Major Matt Baker,
(center), Deputy Director of Marine Corps
Community Services at 29 Palms are

(L to R), Penny Penrose Binolp, Whitman,
ANN PumpTon BroapweLL, UCLA, association
President Tricia Staries Botimer, Utah, and
Donna Jean Roesel Darey, Michigan State, RIF
Project Chairman.
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Lean on Me

When hope seems lost, Kappa sisters are there.

—By Coisy RoGers (McNamara) Cormier, Michigan State

Last year, what began as a simple reunion of Kappa sisters became a
pivotal event in the lives of five women, me included. We never dreamed
that our Kappa friendships could have such a meaningful impact on our

lives so long after college.

KatHY LINDE, Michigan State, planned a summer reunion for Kappa sisters
who pledged in the early 1970s. Kathy, who had never been married, was
blissfully unaware that in a few months she would die of pancreatic cancer.
By gathering friends around her, she unknowingly set up the support

structure she would need for her impending diagnosis.

Mary Jo Stacks and Mari Winsor make sure KatHy LINDE
(right) enjoys her time in Hawaii.

. -
1 bk ‘.-?.' e
J,Jc i L e

KatHy Linoe and her beloved dogs @ time together.
This picture was taken a month before her death.
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Another Kappa in our group, KATHIE SINCLAIR,
Michigan State, joined us at the reunion. She, like all of
us, looked forward to laughing, crying, sharing
memories and absorbing the stories of each other’s
lives. Years ago, her own life had taken a dramatic turn
when her husband left her and their three-year-old
daughter, and she was alone to provide for and take
sole responsibility for their child. Kathie worked and
reared her daughter and remained single for 27 years.

Like Kathie Sinclair, I had a painful story to share,
My four sons and I were devastated four years ago
when my husband, their father, died suddenly. My
youngest, James, was 12 on that day. Now; at 16, he is
as excited as any young man about getting his driver’s
license and owning his first car. For my family it has
been invaluable to have the care and support of dear
friends during difficult times.

Another Kappa who reminisced with us at the
reunion is MARY Jo STACKS, Michigan State. She helped
with the planning, and the event was marvelous.

MAaRI WINSOR, Michigan State, came too, and we
marveled at how the days had long since passed when
an impending exam was a crisis and our dress size was
of overpowering importance. All of us had dealt with
problems, and many of us had shouldered the greater

KATHIE SINcLAIR voN Grusen and husband Bob.

burdens of a failed marriage, a sick child or the death
of a husband. Our college friendships had established
a base and the shared memories were precious. As we
laughed about the past, something of far more
substance began to grow. The pains of our lives could
be offered up so that others might give sympathy,
support, encouragement, prayers and help. Since my
husband’s death, I have learned how much this
support matters,

Later, I wrote to Kathy and Mary Jo to thank them
for planning the reunion and especially for the
renewed friendships that came from it. There were
e-mails flying among us, lunch dates planned and
promises to get together again soon. The past year
proved to us that the Kappa experience can rise to the
most serious of life challenges, and mean far more to
us than we had imagined those many years ago.

When Kathy Linde was diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer on April 1, 2005, she didn’t have a family
structure to help her in her time of need. Estranged
from her siblings and with no living parents, she died
two months later at age 54. But Kathy didn’t face death
alone. Her loving Kappa family was by her side every
moment.

Coisy RoGers (McNamara) Cormier and husband Curtis.
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“By planning the reunion, she
brought people together in ways
none of us could have imagined.”

After her diagnosis, Kathy began to suffer
financially. She applied for emergency aid through the
Rose McGill Fund of the Kappa Kappa Gamma
Foundation, and began to receive a monthly check for
basic expenses. Kappa sisters took the place of her
family in this desperate time and cared for her until
the moment she died.

Mari Winsor and Mary Jo Stacks took Kathy to
Hawaii to spend her final days. They pampered her
with spa treatments, her favorite foods and the touch
of human hands. Her suntan disguised her jaundiced
skin, and she sported a new hairdo and nails.
Somehow her pain subsided to the extent that she
skipped on the beach and enjoyed watching videos. No
expense was spared, no pampering was too much, and
it was all provided by Mari, whose Pilates exercise
tapes have brought her financial success.

Kathy had been worried about finding a home for
her beloved dogs, so another Kappa promised them a
good home. Mari and Mary Jo sustained and
encouraged one another as Kathy reached a calm and
peaceful place, and died in the loving embrace of her
friends. Kathy was gone in the physical sense, but her
presence is still felt by those she touched. By planning
the reunion, she brought people together in ways none
of us could have imagined.

In June 2005, we gathered at Kathie Sinclair’s
wedding, where we celebrated her joy and remembered
our dear Kathy Linde, who died the week before.
Kathie Sinclair’s new husband, Bob von Gruben,
professed himself the happiest of men because he had
been in love with Kathie for 34 years, since he had been
a busboy at the Kappa house at Michigan State. So how
did Kathie and Bob, who were living several hundred
miles apart, reunite? At the reunion, a Kappa sister gave
Bob’s phone number to Kathie and said, “Why don’t
you give him a call?” And, she did.

But this wasn’t the only matchmaking that occurred
because of Kathy Linde. At the reunion Mary Jo made
plans for me to meet Curtis Cormier, a widower from
Farmington Hills, Mich. She had a hunch we would
hit it off, and she was right.

When my first husband died, we had just moved to
a new community. Six weeks after his death, my
second son began to struggle with depression and
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mental illness. These were difficult tasks to manage
alone in a town where I didn’t yet have a support
system. [ learned to trust God, and accept comfort
from caring and sympathetic people, and I learned
how sad it is to spend your days without someone
you love.

But my sadness is in the past. Curtis didn’t flinch
at taking on my four boys, one of whom suffers from
bi-polar disorder. Curtis’ only son was killed by a
drunk driver, and he decided four of mine was just
about the right number. So I share this story in the
joy of a new marriage, and while my youngest son
discusses what his first car should be with my new
husband. I write this knowing that whatever new
difficulties life brings, I will not face them alone.

I know I speak for my dear Kappa friends when I
say that our lives have been profoundly changed by

simple acts of friendship that began so many years
ago. (=

EpITOR’S NOTE: Rose McGill aid is confidential. Names
and stories of recipients are only shared when recipients
desire to tell their stories. Kathy'’s Kappa sisters believed
that she would want others to know this special story of
loyalty and friendship.

To learn more about Mari Winsor’s Pilates books,
videos and studio, see www.winsorpilates.com.

Supporting Sisters
in Need

The Rose McGill Fund, established in 1922
and named after the first recipient, ROSE MCGILL,
Toronto, has many programs that provide confi-
dential aid to deserving Kappas of all ages who
suddenly find themselves in financial need due to
misfortune or illness. Applications are available
online at www.kappa.org or by calling the
Foundation office toll free at (866) KKG-1870.

Planning a Reunion?

Contact the Membership Services Department
toll free at (866) KKG-1870 or via e-mail at
kkghq@kappa.org for mailing labels for the
Kappas in your reunion group.




Sisterhood for
a Lifetime

Kappa “Aunties” Create a Memory Quilt

When I pledged 38 years ago, it
never occurred to me that my sisters
would become more than college
friends. But that is the beauty of
Kappa—college friendships can
endure, growing deeper and richer,
for a lifetime.

My sisters have been there for me
through all kinds of ups and downs.
1 feel especially blessed by the love and
support they've provided in difficult
times. A visible testament to that love
is the memory quilt they created for
my daughter, Anna Elaine.

Anna’s father and my husband, Brad
Reetz, died suddenly in a motorcycle
accident when Anna was only 13.
Shortly afterward, my Kappa sisters in
Minneapolis swung into action. BETSY
ROBINSON, Minnesota, who had lost
both her parents at the same age,
called me in New York, asking for
photographs to use in making a quilt.
She said, “We want to make something
for Anna to wrap herself in, so she can
feel safe and warm.”

The photos were sent and the
months went by. I knew they were
meeting regularly to work on it—just

like an old-fashioned quilting bee! I
couldn’t imagine how it would look.

Then, the day before the first

anniversary of Brad’s death, the
memory quilt arrived.

It took my breath away, reduced
me to tears ... and still does, every
time [ see it. Betsy transferred
photographs of Brad, Anna and Brad,
and the three of us, to 20 quilt
squares. The squares are made of the
most beautiful and varied fabrics
with a tiny fleur-de-lis next to each
picture in which I appear—all either
donated, or specially acquired, by
my sisters.

When the individual squares were
complete and it was time to assemble
them, LYNN JOHNSTON RUDELL’S,
Minnesota, quilting expertise was
invaluable. Everyone—even the
non-seamstresses—helped with the
sewing,

The quilt was carefully hung in a
place of honor on our living room
wall. On the back, there’s a
photograph of my Kappa sisters
sitting in a circle around the quilt
as they worked.

CHi, Minnesota, alumnae, including many of the quilt makers, enjoy their
annual summer reunion in July 200s.

Anna Elaine Reetz in front of her
memory quilt made by Kappa
friends of her mother.

The caption reads, “Stitched With
Love For Anna, From Your Kappa
Aunties,” with all of their signatures:
Betsy Robinson, Lynn Johnston
Rudell, Helen Field Clark, Ginny
Hultmann Ehlen, Letty Tenner
Fitzgerald, Susan Kinder, Sarah
Thoreen Kumagai and Diane
Matachek Robinson. Anna received a
perfect remembrance of the close,
loving relationship she and her father
shared. She, and I, will treasure it
always.

Thank you, dearest friends. &

— CAROL BRANDENBURG, Minnesota

Shirt Quilts

We turn your T-shirts into a cozy quilt
of memories!

* College T-Shirts
» Sporting Event T-Shirts
* High School T-Shirts

* Wedding or Anniversary

* Family Memorabilia
* Color Photos on T-Shirts
Plus custom embroidery!

For more information, please call
714/639-8324 or visit www.shirtquilts.com.
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The Fight of Your Life—

Survivors, Friends and Families Cope with Cancer

— By ANN GRAHAM SCHNAEDTER, Missouri

t's one of the most feared words—cancer. Most of

us in our lives will know a friend or loved one

who will face cancer. Some of us will battle it
ourselves, but not alone, we hope. Rarely has one
issue of The Key sparked such an outpouring from
readers as the article “But I'm Too Young to Have
Breast Cancer,” by KELLN ZIMMER, Texas A¢&=M, Spring
2005. Many readers have written to The Key sharing
their stories on how cancer has affected them and
how they've coped through the support of friends or
have given support to others and taken action to
prevent and fight this disease.

We've heard from Kappas who have started fund-
raising events in honor of fallen sisters, who have
participated in walk-a-thons, who have written
books or are authorities on the subject. In response
to those correspondents, we would like to share a
few of the stories, illustrating how Kappas across the
continent care for and support each other in a wide
variety of ways.

While this subject cannot be covered in every issue
of The Key, we recognize how close to all of us is the

\
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SEATTLE ALUMNAE Associamion members and advisers to Bera Pi, Washington, participate i

. SHAD)

fight to eradicate all forms of cancer. With the onset
of summer and the rise in occurrences of skin cancer,
we begin with DONNA HARTLEY, Montana, a single
mom who is on a crusade to educate others by telling
about her fight with Stage 3 melanoma.

When Donna heard the words from her doctor
that she had Stage 3 melanoma and that there was a
chance she might not live, she was struck with fear.
(There is no cure for Stage 4.) She was 54 years old,
and a single mother with a 6-year-old adopted
daughter. When told that she had six months to live,
she determined that she had to survive to raise her
child; there was no one else to do so.

A motivational speaker and trainer for more than
20 years, she was used to teaching others survival
skills. Donna is the author of the book Fire Up Your
Life!, a member of the National Speakers Association
and owner of Hartley International. She has been
featured on NBC, ABC, PBS, The Learning Channel
and in the New York Times. Her doctor’s news jolted
her into using her motivational techniques on herself
to prepare mentally for the fight of her life.

ar

n the Safe in the Shade Walk-a-thon

to promote skin cancer awareness in memory of Lesue MostLer ROBINETT, Arizona. From left are Karissa GABLE Sams

Washington, CourTneY ANDErson, Washington, Kim Atsers Nissit, Oregon, ALLisoN RiCHARDS Beam, Wa

CHeLsea BasHor Samano, Oregon State.

16 * The Key * Summer 2006 * www.kappa.org

shington, and




Donna Hartiey, Montana, says her daughter,
Mariah, was her absolute motivation for staying
alive and conquering her melanoma.

When she was finally scheduled for the three surgical

procedures to remove the cancer, she began a routine of

daily exercise, healthy foods and vitamins and constant
meditation. Days before the surgery, she and daughter
Mariah were ice-skating in Squaw Valley when Mariah
told her she wished she had the “boo-boo” on her own
leg so she'd be sick and her mom healthy. Donna says
she looked at her daughter and knew she had to live.

A team of 12 doctors performed the three procedures
and, after 11 days, Donna received the report that she
had no melanoma left in her body. As a college student
she skied in the winter and baked in the sun in the
spring and summer. She later moved to Hawaii (she
is a former Miss Hawaii) and learned to surf, knowing
very little about the sun’s UV rays, which would catch
up with her 32 years later.

For more information about Donna Hartley, visit
www.donnahartley.com or e-mail Donna at
hartley@donnahartley.com.

LESLIE MOSLER ROBINETT, Arizona, was not as
fortunate as Donna and died at the young age of 35
from melanoma. Leslie’s family, friends and Kappa
sisters mobilized to promote awareness of this
preventable disease. After Leslie lost her two-year battle
with melanoma, a grassroots effort evolved into the
“Safe in the Shade Walk-a-thon” (now called Safe From
the Sun).

After working together for several years in Phoenix,
Leslie, who was from Bellevue, Wash., and KeLLEY
STOVER KANE, Arizona State, returned together to the
Seattle area and became roommates until they both
married. Being such close friends, Kelley was
determined to do something about melanoma
awareness after losing her friend and Kappa sister at
such an early age.

Friends and sorority sisters in Phoenix and Seattle
organized the walk-a-thon not only to honor Leslie’s
memory, but also to raise awareness of melanoma and
promote early detection of skin cancer. The first walk,
to be held annually, was held simultaneously in
Philadelphia, Seattle and Phoenix on May 1, 2005, the
first day of National Melanoma Awareness Month. The
Melanoma International Foundation (MIF), located in
Philadelphia, was a source of support to Leslie during
her illness, and helped her friends organize the walk in
that city.

More than $200,000 was raised for MIF. Volunteer
dermatologists gave free skin-cancer screenings during

the event. Kappa alumnae in Phoenix and Seattle and
members of BETA P1 Chapter, Washington, mobilized to
fill dozens of volunteer slots.

The Melanoma International Foundation is located at
350 Mapleflower Rd., Glenmoore, PA, 19343. The toll-
free patient/family hotline is (866) 463-6663. For more
information, visit www.melanomaintl.org, (£

Skin Cancer
Prevention Tips

1. Doctors recommend using a sunscreen rated SPF
30 or higher. Donna advocates SPF 45 or higher.
Reapply hourly and apply a generous amount. Use
waterproof or sweat-proof sunscreen for swimming
and exercise.

2. Sunscreen should be applied 15-30 minutes before
going outdoors.

3. If you use a sunless, self-tanning lotion or spray,
you still need to use sunscreen when outdoors.

4, Avoid tanning beds.

5. Don't fall for the “base-tan” myth. A tan from the
sun or tanning bed is skin damage and does not protect
against skin cancer.

6. Avoid overexposure. Stay out of the sun between
10 a,m. and 2 p.m. Wear hats, visors and longsleeve
shirts.

7. Wear sunglasses with UV filters to protect from eye
damage.

8. Perform a monthly self-skin examination. Any spot
or mole that is irregularly shaped or changes color,
shape or size should be checked.

9. Visit a dermatologist on a regular basis to have
spots checked.

10. Check with your doctor if you are taking anti-
biotics; some increase the sensitivity of the skin to the
sun’s rays.

11. Drink plenty of water, exercise and minimize stress.
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Kappas Run, Walk and Tee Off
Against Cancer!

KAaTiE SHAMBERG, /daho, Jen HENRIKSEN, [daho, CHrissiE HarDY and N Lasa"e Bank
MeLanie Apams, Idaho, formed Think Pink, Inc. Proceeds from the
sale of their creative breast-cancer awareness T-shirts are donated
to the local Susan G. Komen affiliate. For more information, visit
www.thinkpinkcda.com.

ABN AMRO

SHANNON ELDER, Kansas State, and AIMEE MOSESSON
EckmaNN, Miami (Ohio), met in a marathon training
program in Chicago in the summer of 2005.
Between the two of them, they raised over $2,700
for the Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization.

Dotty AsHton O'Neat, Alabama, left, with LPGA Pro Caroline
Blaylock and Don Plaus, Merrill Lynch Presenting Sponsor for the

2005 Xerox Drive Out Breast Cancer Golf Pro-Am in ANNA Susan Bovkin, Mississippi, Carouine BennerT, Texas Tech,
Birmingham. Dolly organized the tournament 10 years ago to Jessica McGrai-DerTune, Bowling Green, and Kane Cuagk,
help find a cure after her own diagnosis of breast cancer. Michigan, join other walk-a-thon team members in Detroit.

They walked 6o miles in three days to raise money for breast
cancer research. Anna, Caroline and Katie are former Kappa

L Leadership Consultants
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BOSTON INTERCOLLEGIATE ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION
members JANICE FRANKLIN LARSON, Akron,
LesLie STewarT, North Carolina, COURTNEY
SaYTHER, DePauw, and Diana GaLg, North

Carolina, walked 39.1 miles in the Boston
Avon Walk for breast cancer. The walk
raised $4.1 million for research and care.

Lynn PaiNTeEr WEsT, Texas, left, and Mary Dee NeatL, Okiahoma, are on
the board of the Baylor College of Medicine Breast Center, and were
the first co-chairs for the Pink Ribbon House in Houston.

Houston ALUMNAE AssOCIATION members serve
as tour guides for the Pink Ribbon House, a
designer show house built to raise funds
for the Baylor Breast Center.

SISTER STRENGTH Cancer Support Group for Kappas

Sister Strength embodies Kappa Kappa Gamma's mission of “women supporting women” by connecting
members whose lives have been affected by cancer. This special support group offers opportunities to
communicate with Kappas across the continent who have faced similar experiences with everything from
diagnosis, courses of treatment, decisions about care and hospitals, to alternatives, surgeries, remedies for
side-effects, emotions, triumphs and more.

Sister Strength is open to ANY Kappa who has cancer, has survived cancer, has a family member or
friend with cancer or to any Kappa who simply wants to help support other Kappas during trying times.
Join the e-mail listserv or simply add your name to the support group database to be included in Sister
Strength mailings. Kappa chapters are showing support as well by decorating picture frames, making
care-packages and raising money for cancer research organizations.

To join or to learn more, please contact KELLN ZIMMER, Texas A&M, at kazimmer@gmail.com or
(806) 792-2141.
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Meet Our 2006 Alumnae Achievement
Award Recipients

— By JENNY STRUTHERS HOOVER, Bowling Green, and Lois CATHERMAN HEENEHAN, Adelphi

A biennial tradition since 1946, Alumnae Achievement Awards recognize individual
excellence in volunteer and professional pursuits on a national or international level. The
2006 awards will be presented to the recipients at the 66th Biennial Convention in June.
Congratulations to MARILYN GRoss CooRs, Cornell, science/bioethics; ASHLEY JuDD,
Kentucky, performing arts/social activism; RUTH SHELLHORN KUESER, Oregon State/Cornell,
architecture/ urban planning; MAUREEN ORTH, UC Berkeley, journalism/broadcasting;
NAancy PAaTersoN, Miami (Ohio), international law/social justice; JEANNE LINDER JOHNSON
PHILLIPS, Arkansas/Georgia, statesmanship/public service, SHARON BRooks WEBER,

Ohio State, international gymnastics. These seven women truly exemplify Kappa Kappa
Gamma's Tradition of Leadership.

Sc ientist Mari Ivn G ross coors Marilyn says her greatest achievements are her six

children, now spanning the ages 23 to 33. Marilyn and
husband Peter, chairman of the Coors Brewing
Company, enjoy bike riding, traveling and spending
time with family and friends.

As the assistant professor of bioethics and
humanities at the University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center, MARILYN Gross CooRs, Cornell,
teaches, writes and speaks about the ethics of human :
Reretion An active mcml?cr of the DEN\‘ER‘ALUMN;\E
ASSOCIATION, Marilyn says, “Kappa is a wonderful,
warm environment for women. ...Being an only child,
my Kappa sisters mean a great deal to me.”

Beginning with a bachelor’s degree in science
education from Cornell, Marilyn then earned a
master’s degree in cytogenetics, a master’s in ethics
and religion, and a Ph.D. in ethics, all from Denver
University. Marilyn also completed a post-doctoral
fellowship in ethics and human medical genetics
through the University of Colorado.

Marilyn’s fields of research include the ethics of
human genetic modification and the use of genetic
information in common complex genetic disorders
with a focus on behavioral genetics, and research
ethics in developing countries. Her book, The
Matrix—Charting an Ethics of Inheritable Genetic
Modification, is a textbook used by a number of
medical schools.

Receiving an honorary degree from Regis University
in 1991, Marilyn has been appointed by the White
House to the National Advisory Council of Human
Genome Research. In addition to numerous awards,
Marilyn has published many articles and essays on
science and ethics, and she is a frequent guest lecturer

to medical societies, state senate hearings, universities,
private companies and medical conferences.

Mariwyn Gross Coors, Cornell, with granddaughter, Caroline.
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Marilyn is involved with numerous charitable and
community organizations including the local
children’s hospital foundation and the Caring for
Colorado Foundation. She is also co-founder of
Educating on the Nature and Dignity of Women
(ENDOW), a nonprofit group dedicated to promoting
the teachings of Pope John Paul I emphasizing the
nature and dignity of women.

“Marilyn embodies all that is Kappa,” says VICKI
RuNco PALUCK, Colorado State, the 2005-06 President
of the DENVER ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION. “She is smart,
caring, gracious and dedicated, and she believes
strongly in moral and intellectual excellence.”

Actress Ashley Judd

ASHLEY JuDpD, Kentucky, may be one of the most
versatile and sought-after performers in Hollywood,
but she has remained grounded and true to herself
with the support of family and friends. Daughter of
legendary country singer Naomi Judd, and sister of
country star Wynonna Judd, Ashley took the tenacity
and charm that runs in her family and quickly carved
her niche as an actress, never relying on her family
name to open doors.

Attending 12 schools in 13 years while growing up,
Ashley found at the University of Kentucky—and

through Kappa—a consistency she desperately needed.

After college, where she majored in French with
minors in anthropology, women’s studies, art history
and theater, Ashley pointed her BMW toward Los
Angeles and set her mind on fulfilling her childhood
dream of becoming a famous actress. She enrolled in
acting classes and earned a minor role in the 1992
movie, Kuffs, allowing her to join the Screen Actors
Guild. From there, the parts kept coming. She starred
in Ruby in Paradise, a 1993 coming-of-age film for
which Ashley received the “Independent Spirit
Award”—the highest honor an actress can receive
from the independent filmmakers. Fans remember
Ashley’s role on the TV series, Sisters, from 1991-1994.

After that, the roles came in quick succession.
Ashley’s credits include Smoke (1995), Picnic
(Broadway, 1995), Heat (1995), A Time to Kill (1996),
Kiss the Girls (1997), Simon Birch (1998), Double
Jeopardy (1999), Where the Heart Is (2000), Someone
Like You (2001), Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood
(2002), Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Broadway, 2003) and
De-Lovely (2004), to name a few, as well as many TV
appearances. In 1996, Ashley was nominated for an
Emmy and a Golden Globe for her portrayal of a
young Marilyn Monroe in Norma Jean and Marilyn,
an HBO biography.

Having graced the cover of numerous magazines,
Ashley was named one of the “25 most intriguing
people in the world” by People magazine. A philan-
thropist, social activist and currently a spokesman for
YouthAIDS International, Ashley spends every minute
she can with husband Dario Franchitti, a Scottish
motor-sports star. They were married in December
2001, and enjoy living on their farm in Franklin, Tenn.

An “A” student who made the dean’s list most
semesters, Ashley served Beta CHi Chapter, Kentucky,
as Vice President of Programming and as a member of
several committees. “There have been a few defining
moments in my life, but some of the best have simply
been the tenderness and intimacy of friendships,” says
Ashley, who is still in contact with several Kappas. A
fan of UK men’s basketball, Ashley serves on the dean’s
alumni advisory board.
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AsHLEY Jupp, Kentucky, visits Sigma Phi Epsilon (SigEp)
fraternity at the University of Kentucky. SigEp and Ashley
have partnered with YouthAIDS to create an HIV/AIDS
campaign on college campuses.

o
=
]

=
=.

.

e

s

5
bt

B

5}

=

Ashley signs dog tags for YouthAIDS.
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Landscape Architect Ruth
Shellhorn Kueser

RUTH SHELLHORN KUESER, Oregon State/Cornell,
has had a 57-year career as a landscape architect

and earned numerous honors for her work in the
field.

Joining Kappa in GAMMA Mu Chapter, Oregon
State, Ruth’s scholastic and artistic achievements
began to gain recognition. Transferring to
Cornell University’s College of Agriculture, she
continued to receive honors for her design work,
affiliated with Psi Chapter and served as chapter
President for two years. But this was 1933, the
early years of the Great Depression, and Ruth
faced financial difficulties.

The financial problems of many students were
recognized by the school and male students were
allowed to finish the five-year landscape program
in four years by “loading up on extra courses” in
their senior year. Ruth, however, was denied that
option because the dean at that time believed
women couldn’t handle such a heavy academic
burden. She was told to return the following year,
with only four units left to complete, an option
her family could not afford.

Returning to her home in California, she found
jobs were hard to come by but a local home
furnishings store allowed her to display some of
her drawings and she soon found work with an
interior decorator designing home landscapes.
Her work attracted wealthy clients and she
designed estates for Gene Autry, Spencer Tracy,
Barbara Stanwyck and other stars. For a time she
worked with noted landscape architect Ralph
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RuTH SHELLHORN Kueser, Oregon State/Cornell

Cornell, UCLA's first landscape architect, and with
FLORENCE YOCH, Cornell, a neighbor, who created
the film landscape of the plantation Tara in “Gone
With the Wind.”

During World War I, Ruth began working on
the Shoreline Development Study for the city of
Los Angeles. This led to work for the Bullock’s
department stores, creating park-like courtyard
settings. In 1955, Walt Disney hired Ruth for his
new theme park, Disneyland, where she brought
to life much of the small-town-America feel that
Disney sought.

Ruth was married for 51 years to Henry Kueser,
who handled the financial end of her business
until his death in 1991. They were close
companions as well as business partners.

Named a Fellow of the American Society of
Landscape Architects and honored by the city of
Los Angeles and surrounding communities, Ruth’s
biography has been prepared by the National Park
Service for its publication, “Pioneers in Landscape
Architecture.”

Ruth received one more significant recognition.
In 2005, representatives from Cornell University
traveled to California with a mortarboard and
diploma to present Ruth with the degree she had
earned many times over. At present she uses her
talents to design altar arrangements at Christ
Episcopal Church in Redondo Beach, Calif.

Ruth's designs helped create the small-town-America
feel still present at Disneyland.




Journalist Maureen Orth

MAUREEN ORTH, UC Berkeley, has a distinguished career
as a journalist and special correspondent. She has been a
correspondent for NBC News, a contributing editor to
Vogue and Vanity Fair, and has written for The Washington
Post, The New York Times, Rolling Stone and Esquire as well
as other major publications. One of the first women to
write for Newsweek, Maureen won a National Magazine
Award for group coverage of the arts.

As a reporter who generally covers pop culture, Maureen
has written about everything from Hollywood to murder
trials to politics. Columnist and author Dominick Dunne
said of Maureen, “She writes beautifully. In every article
she gets to the very essence of the matter, which gives the
reader a complete understanding of the complexity of her
subjects. She is one of the defining commentators on this
era of celebrity madness.”

Having interviewed such world leaders as Russian
President Vladimir Putin and British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher as well as fashion designer Karl
Lagerfeld and Madonna, Maureen also has authored an
investigative report highlighting the role of Afghanistan’s
illegal opium trade in funding terrorism.

She is the author of Vulgar Favors, which is based on her
interviews with Andrew Cunanan, the man convicted of
killing Gianni Versace. The Importance of Being Famous:
Behind the Scenes of the Celebrity-Industrial Complex, is a
collection of her essays about famous people which
appeared on the non-fiction best-sellers list. An article on
Michael and Arianna Huffington was nominated for a
National Magazine Award in reporting.

Maureen was a member of the Peace Corps and spent
two years in Medellin, Colombia, in urban community
development. She also has been involved with the National
Council of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers.

Comparing her career in journalism and her Peace
Corps work, Maureen mentions the need for energy and
curiosity in both—wherever the story takes you and
whatever the cultural environment. Empathy and winning
people’s trust is essential and listening well is a vital skill.
Through the years, traveling in search of a story has taken
her on private jets with celebrities and in an airliner with
burlap strips on filthy seats to an airport with no lights on
a pitch black night.

In recent years, Maureen has been able to do more inves-
tigative reporting, “tackling tough, thorny subjects, which
take a tremendous amount of research,” she says, adding,
“I remember reading about nine books on Northern
Ireland just to prep for the Gerry Adams profile.”

Looking toward the future, Maureen hopes to do
something with international themes—perhaps about
women or a woman...perhaps a great biography.

Maureen ORTH, UC Berkeley

Maureen and husband Tim Russert visit the White House
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