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president’s message

Bring Your ‘A’ Game!

I

t is with great humility that I write my
first letter as Kappa Kappa Gamma’s 41st
President of this amazing organization. I
am joined by creative, intelligent and fun-loving
Council members who also have promised to
guide the Fraternity. During this unique journey,
we are supported by the dedicated staff of
Fraternity Headquarters. I thank them and the
many hundreds of volunteers who devote their
time to our alumnae associations and chapters
to achieve success and continue our Tradition of
LeadershipTM.
“This Fraternity is ours and will reward us
according to our devotion to it.” So said our first
Grand President of the Fraternity in 1881,
Tade Hartsuff (Kuhns), Butler. I have been
rewarded with a lifetime of friendships, and I have
grown as a person by serving the Fraternity. I can
only imagine what rewards these next two years
will bring. I’m ready to bring my “A” game for the
exhilarating ride!
What will you bring? When you first pledged
yourself to Kappa, what was your vision?
Sisterhood? Support? Fun? Of course!
When you pledge your name to your chapter,
you also give your name and interest to Kappa
Kappa Gamma as a larger organization. Your
collegiate experience reflects not only your chapter,
but also the organization as a whole. Kappa’s 33rd
Fraternity President, Sally Moore Nitschke,
Ohio State, said, “Kappa excellence comes from the
commitment of each member to the deepest values
within herself. Kappa is honored by the actions
and accomplishments of each individual.” Yet,
some continue to engage in negative behavior that
dishonors the spirit of Kappa.
We have joined with the RESPONSE ABILITY
Project, a powerful educational program about
“bystander behavior,” to teach members how to
take action when something is not right, rather
than standing by. Kappa’s Promote Respect—
Prevent Hazing was introduced to chapters and
alumnae associations during National Hazing
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Prevention Week in September. Our awardwinning Kappa Learning Institute offers online
hazing-prevention courses. A user-friendly video
on our website educates about alcohol awareness.
Empower yourself and your chapter to promote
respect, self-worth and dignity among your
members. Alumna members, take the time to
complete the Membership Reference Form on
potential new members, highlighting leadership,
scholarship and friendship. Active members, hold
a workshop on values-based membership criteria.
Bring on your “A” game with a focus on academic
excellence.
Together, we can partner in fulfilling Kappa’s
beautiful mission:
Kappa Kappa Gamma is an organization
of women, which seeks for every member
throughout her life, bonds of friendship,
mutual support, opportunities for self-growth,
respect for intellectual development, and an
understanding of and allegiance to positive
ethical principles.
I am honored to serve as your Fraternity
President. Thank you for promoting respect and
bringing your “A” game to all that you do in your
life and community.

Julie Marine Leshay,
Colorado College
Fraternity President
kkgpresident@my.kkg.org

fraternity news

Leadership Academy
Inspires Kappas
Held at the Heartland Conference and Retreat
Center in Marengo, Ohio, Leadership Academy
2010 offered Kappa collegians and alumnae the
opportunity to discover their passion, challenge the
status quo and seek opportunities for change.
Funded by a grant from the Kappa Kappa Gamma
Foundation, emerging leaders represent each chapter
of Kappa and explore leadership and values with
approximately 80 alumnae, who also are enriched by
this intergenerational retreat.
For more information about Leadership Academy,
visit www.kappa.org/leadershipacademy. All Kappas
are welcome to participate, but space is limited.

Outdoor team challenges teach Leadership Academy participants the tenets of effective leadership including modeling
the way, inspiring a shared vision and enabling others to act.
Learn more at www.kappa.org.

A New Association
Up North
Known for its beautiful parks and
trees, Ann Arbor, Mich., is home to
the reorganized Ann Arbor Alumnae
Association. To meet and mingle with
Kappas in Ann Arbor, contact Molly
Donlon Mengebier, Arizona State,
at mmengebier@aol.com or call
734-769-1728.
Michigan is also home to the following
alumnae associations: Detroit East
Suburban, Detroit Northwest
Suburban, Detroit North Woodward,
Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo and
Lansing-East Lansing. Call Fraternity
Headquarters, 866-KKG-1870, to find
out how to join or start an alumnae
association in your area.
These Kappas turned out for a yummy potluck dinner to reorganize the
Ann Arbor Alumnae Association.
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fraternity news
anyone Can tweet,
but only Kappas Can Hoot!
Visit one of our social media connections listed
below, or visit www.kappa.org/socialmedia to
link directly to each. For comments or questions,
e-mail socialmedia@kkg.org.
“like” Kappa!
www.facebook.com/kappakappagamma

Follow Kappa on twitter
www.twitter.com/kappakappagamma
www.twitter.com/thekeymag

a professional network of Kappa sisters
www.linkedin.com; Keyword: Kappa Kappa Gamma

articles, poems and so much more!
http://blog.kappa.org

Continue the Kappa experience by enjoying the friendships and fun that come with
participation in an alumnae association.
Please provide the following information via e-mail to kappaowls@kkg.org or complete the
form below and send it to Caroline Poole Cameron at Kappa Headquarters. She will put you in
touch with the alumnae association nearest you or with your Province Director of Alumnae.
Yes! I want to know more about Kappa Kappa Gamma alumnae association opportunities near me!
Name: _____________________ Street Address: ________________________________
City: _______________________ State/Province: ________ Postal Code: _____________
Telephone: ______________ Chapter/University: _______________ Init. Date:_____ /____
o New Address? o New to Area? E-mail: ______________________________________
Last Address: _____________________________________________________________
o I would like to work with a chapter in an advisory position.
Mail to Kappa Kappa Gamma, Attn: Owl Out On A Limb, P.O. Box 38, Columbus, OH 43216
(kappaowls@kkg.org)

Are you an owl

?

out on a limb
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DUES

T

DIREC

Our undergraduate members make up seven percent of Kappa’s total
membership, yet they pay 90 percent of all per capita fees collected.
In this day and age, the financial obligations of membership during college
can be overwhelming; many young women sacrifice other activities and
work extra jobs so that they can belong. Let’s share the financial
responsibilities of our Fraternity with our collegiate
collegi members.

cut here

Join your local alumnae association:
www.kappa.org/alumnaeassociations

2

No Association? No Problem!
Join Dues Direct:
www.kappa.org/duesdirect
cut here

Name: First

Last

Annual Membership Dues

$17.00

Annual Loyalty Fund Contribution

$

(tax deductible) (optional)

Total amount

$

Maiden
Credit card payment information:
❒ Visa

❒ MC

❒ Amex

Credit card#: ____________________ Exp. ________
Security Code (on back of CC) _________

Thank you for paying your annual membership dues. Dues are not tax deductible; however, your donation to
the Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation Annual Loyalty Fund will be considered a federal tax deduction.
❒ YES, I’d like a personal e-mail address hosted by Kappa.
(Example: jsmith@my.kkg.org)
*E-mail address is valid for the duration of your dues payment.

Mail to: Kappa Kappa Gamma Fraternity Headquarters
P.O. Box 38 • Columbus, OH 43216-0038
866-KKG-1870
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2010 CONVENTION

Kappa Kappa Gamma’s Highest Honor
Meet the 2010 Loyalty Award Recipient Julie Martin Mangis

Born in Johnson City, Tenn., Julie grew up in the
Washington, D.C. area. She attended George Washington
University and became a member of Gamma Chi
Chapter. She left college to marry John and the couple
has three children and five grandchildren. Returning to
GW more than 20 years later to complete her degree,
Julie graduated with a double major—a B.A. in political
science and French—and was a member of Pi Delta Phi
French Honor Society and Phi Beta Delta International
Honor Society. Recently retired as the executive director
of Ballston Virginia Square Partnership, Julie lives in
Arlington, Va., and serves as a freelance writer and
fundraising consultant for George Washington University
and the Arlington Arts Center.
n
ge Washingto
Mangis, Geor
Julie Martin

“A

visionary who consistently leads with integrity,” was
the description Fraternity President Denise Rugani,
UC Davis, gave in introducing Julie Martin
Mangis, George Washington, as the 2010 Loyalty Award
recipient.
Recognizing years of devoted service and commitment
to the Fraternity’s values, the Loyalty Award is the highest
honor that can be bestowed on a member. Denise described
Julie’s service and commitments, saying, “This woman truly
lives and models the values of our Founders and embodies
the phrase, ‘And above all, I will be womanly and true.’”

Established in 1956, the award honors Helena Flinn
Ege, Pittsburgh, Director of Alumnae 1944-48 and Fraternity
President 1948-52. At the first presentation in 1956, Helen
Cornish Hutchinson, Oklahoma, then Director of
Alumnae, said:
“The beginning of the Kappa experience must come in the
chapter, continue in alumnae work, and close only with life
itself. This is a tremendous force, spread over a long period of
time, with almost awe-inspiring opportunities for direction and
inspiration … If I were to choose one Kappa quality, I think it
would be loyalty to the Fraternity, for Kappa loyalty implies the
acceptance and execution of Kappa ideals.”

No matter where she has lived, Julie has volunteered in
the community—heading the Girl Scouts Organization
in Caracas, Venezuela; organizing the first GW Women’s
Leadership Conference and the Columbian College Alumni
Association; serving as president of the U.S. Embassy
Women’s Association in Caracas and more. Currently, she
is a member of the board of directors of Harmon Choral
Associates and of the Arlington Kiwanis Club.
In addition, Julie has served the Fraternity in many
capacities—adviser to Gamma Chi Chapter from 1967
to 1990; Lambda Province Meeting Chairman 1975;
President of the Northern Virginia Alumnae Association
in the mid-70s and then again in 1990. Julie continued
her service as Lambda Province Director of Alumnae
1990-94; Regional Director of Alumnae 1994-96; Director
of Alumnae 1996-98; Ritual Chairman 1998-2002 and as
a member of the Board of Trustees for the Kappa Kappa
Gamma Foundation since 2004. She is now our Museums
Chairman, focusing on using the museums as a vehicle to
interpret the history of Kappa within the context of the
greater women’s movement.
As a mentor, Julie recognizes the value women bring to
the table and encourages women to think critically and
be true to themselves. Embodying a blend of graciousness and tenacity, Julie lives by the belief that women
can achieve anything. Her loyalty, intellectual curiosity,
love of history, creativity and warm smile empower and
inspire young women to give their best.
www.kappa.org • Fall 2010 • The Key • 7

2010 CONVENTION

“She was a red-hot radical…

She Was a Red-Hot Radical
Museum Exhibit Brings Women’s History to Life
Words from the “women’s
liberation” days of the 1970s?
No—these words were written
in the 1880s to describe
Kappa’s first Grand President,
Tade Hartsuff (Kuhns),
Butler, lawyer, parliamentarian,
world traveler and promoter of
women’s independence.

Tade Hartsuff (Kuhns), Butler, in 1881 suggested that Kappa become
the first women’s fraternity to publish a magazine.
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[who] believed in the new woman and her future.”

T

ade was but one of many Kappas who used organizational skills
and the power of education to exert significant influence on pivotal
social issues of the 19th century. Their stories are being told in a new
exhibit, Tradition of Leadership®: Education to Enfranchisement, produced
by the Museums Committee of the Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation and
debuted at the 2010 General Convention in Phoenix, Ariz.
Linking Kappa’s founding to the women’s movement was not difficult
for Smithsonian curator emerita, Alumnae Achievement Award recipient
and Museums Committee member Edith Petersilia Mayo, George
Washington, who wrote the script for the new exhibit. Edith created the
Smithsonian’s Museum of American History exhibit From Parlor to Politics,
which described how 19th-century women learned to wield political
power in a variety of social reform movements, despite barriers to their
acceptance in the political arena. She also developed an interpretation of
the Smithsonian’s First Ladies exhibit that emphasized their political roles.

Museums display panels depict Kappa and women’s history.
www.kappa.org • Fall 2010 • The Key • 9

2010 CONVENTION

Among Kappa’s trailblazing leaders were
Charlotte Barrell (Ware), Boston, who
led the national effort to certify milk; Emily
Bright (Burnham), Boston, who worked for
women’s suffrage and for the improvement of
city slums; and Lucy Evelyn Wight (Allan),
St. Lawrence, who championed educational
reform and became the first college dean of
women in the United States. Notable honorary
members included first lady Lucy Webb
Hayes, Ohio Wesleyan, a temperance advocate,
and Julia Ward Howe, Boston, leader of
the women’s club and women’s suffrage
movements.
Tradition of Leadership: Education to
Enfranchisement explores women’s history from
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1870 to 1920, beginning with the founding of
Kappa Kappa Gamma and continuing through
the passage of the 19th Amendment when
women achieved the right to vote. Those first
50 years of Kappa’s history were remarkable for
the growth in the number of women pursuing
higher education and for the expansion of the
women’s fraternity movement. Yet, the rewards
were not achieved without struggle. It took
visionary leadership and enormous determination to establish and sustain the drive for
women’s empowerment.
“Bringing to life the stories of these intrepid
women and placing them in the context of
the women’s movement is something that the
Museums Committee has wanted to do for

Author Explores the
Beginnings of the
Women's Fraternity
Movement
During a Convention luncheon hosting
delegates from several NPC organizations, Diana
Turk, author of Bound by a Mighty Vow: Sisterhood
and Women’s Fraternities, 1870-1920, spoke on
the origins of women’s groups during a period of
male-dominated institutions when few women
were entering American colleges.

During Convention, crowds formed to hear and see Edith
Petersilia Mayo, George Washington, demonstrate women’s
and Kappa history at the museums’ new display.

some time,” says committee chairman Julie Martin
Mangis, George Washington. “With Diana Turk’s book,
Bound by a Mighty Vow, and other recent publications,
there is a growing body of scholarship to support our
thesis that these early members were at the forefront of
many movements advocating for social change.”
Exhibit designer Doug Distel has captured the essence
of each decade using motifs from architecture, fashion
and publishing. Incorporated into the design are historical
artifacts from Kappa’s archives. A traveling version of
Tradition of Leadership: Education to Enfranchisement is
being created so that officers, chapters and associations
may borrow it for events such as Province Meetings. It
will use replicas of Kappa artifacts and may be displayed
in a variety of settings. For information, please contact
Archivist/Museum Curator Kylie Towers, Simpson,
ktowers@kkg.org.

As an associate professor and Director of Social
Studies Education at the Steinhardt School of New
York University, Diana’s book is the first academic
study of the subject. Not a member of a sorority,
Diana had amazing access to closed archival
sources to chronicle the beginnings of undergraduate sororities, beginning with the founding of
Kappa Alpha Theta in 1870. Including other early
women’s Greek societies such as Pi Beta Phi, Alpha
Phi, Kappa Kappa Gamma and Sigma Kappa, she
explores how these groups were begun in order to
combat male opposition to the presence of women
on campuses in the mid-19th century. “They
conceived of their groups as support networks,”
she writes. By 1920, 80,000 women belonged to 20
national sororities.
But unlike other female networks such as
literary clubs, she explains, members, recruited
in their adolescence, maintained ties throughout
their lives with a mix of members of differing ages
and viewpoints. Developed in response to male
challenges in the early years, later Greek sisters
used their fraternity connections to ensure social
status, gain access to jobs and
secure financial and emotional
support as they negotiated life
at the turn of the century.
By uncovering the intricate
history of these early women’s
groups, Diana shows how
millions of women have
bonded together in sisterhood
and likens these trailblazers
to the future feminists, pathbreakers in a man’s world.
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Celebration of Excellence Awards
During Convention, chapters and associations were recognized for their hard work
during the biennium. Award recipients can be found at www.kappa.org under Events/
Convention/Programs/Celebration of Excellence. If you need login and password
information, please use the information on the back of your KEY magazine or contact
Fraternity Headquarters at 866-KKG-1870 or via e-mail, kkghq@kappa.org.

Kappas and Kids Learn
that ‘Reading Rocks’
Children from the Phoenix Boys & Girls Clubs and the
Head Start programs from Southwest Human Development
descended on the Arizona Biltmore for an afternoon of
reading, activities and refreshments as Kappas modeled the
Reading Is Key event. Only One You by Linda Kranz was
read aloud by Carol Rasco, President and CEO of Reading
Is Fundamental (RIF), and each child received a copy of the
book to take home, plus a book of their choice.
During the “Reading Rocks” event, children painted rocks
that depicted their personalities. Kappa participants left with
a greater understanding of the Reading Is Key event, ready
to implement it with their chapter or association. Books
brought to Convention by generous Kappas were donated
to Southwest Human Development, a RIF
partner in the Phoenix area.
During lunch on Saturday, Carol
spoke to the Convention body about RIF,
emphasizing the importance of early
childhood literacy and how RIF works to
help underserved children improve these
skills.
Reading Is Fundamental prepares and
motivates children and families who need
them most. In 2008, RIF provided 16
million books to 4.5 million children. The
relationship between Kappa and RIF, our
official philanthropic partner, is developing
each year. In the last biennium, Kappas
donated more than 20,000 books and
19,000 volunteer hours to RIF and early
literacy programs.
12 • The Key • Fall 2010 • www.kappa.org

Atlanta-area
alumnae, friends
and family
came out for the
Foundation Walk.

Walking at Sunrise
for the Foundation
Several hundred early risers had a
great time while supporting the Kappa
Foundation by joining in the first-ever
Foundation Walk. A 6:00 a.m., one-mile
walk across the exquisitely maintained
Arizona Biltmore grounds was a fun and
refreshing way to start the day. Those
who participated received a pale-blue,
iris-designed T-shirt and got to stroll
alongside Kappa’s “Founders” dressed in
period costumes.
Meanwhile, in Atlanta, Susan
Coleman, Georgia Southern, organized a
group of 35 Kappas to walk at 9:00 a.m.
E.S.T. The Atlanta group gathered in
Chastain Park and actually went a little
more than a mile, but they were eager to
go the extra distance!

Convention participants enjoy walking with the Founders and
learning facts about the Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation while
raising money for the Foundation.

In all, the fundraising walk raised more
than $6,000 unrestricted dollars for the
Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation. Ann
Stafford Truesdell, Ohio Wesleyan,
Executive Director of the Kappa Kappa
Gamma Foundation, says she hopes even
more groups will join in other cities next
time to support this great cause.
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Changing Our World

“W

e gave, we grew,
embraced,
challenged, inspired,
we celebrated,” said Fraternity
President Denise Rugani, UC
Davis, as she welcomed everyone
to the 68th Biennial Convention of
Kappa Kappa Gamma. “In many
ways, Kappas strive to make their
world a better place.”
Despite some of the toughest
economic times in recent history,
we have remained solvent and
expanded. During the biennium,
members have given $4.7 million
to the Foundation, more than $1
million to local charities and have
volunteered more than 150,000
hours of community service.

the perception that hazing is done
by cruel and mean people; rather
it occurs when good people make
poor choices. The excessive use of
alcohol and hazing contradict the
experience of trust that we put
in Kappa to provide a safe and
nurturing environment in which
to flourish.
“The desire to empower our
members to lead with integrity,
embrace diversity and strive
for greatness,” said Denise, has
been extended by the formation
of GIRLS (Girls Inspire Real
Leadership and Service) Academy
through a grant from the
Foundation. Fifty girls from three
middle schools came together for a

weekend, facilitated by undergraduate Kappas, to explore leadership in
everyday circumstances, to evaluate
their own styles and to practice
making ethical decisions.
Celebrating Kappa, Denise said,
“We each carry with us the vision
of our Founders, women who
believed that we should have every
opportunity of men; we carry
with us the obligation of servant
leadership, and we carry with us a
never-ending desire to improve our
world.” She saluted Kappas, saying:
“Here’s to Kappa Kappa Gamma.
Here’s to great women. May we
know them, may we be them, may
we raise them.”

Financial and philanthropic
growth accompanied expansion in
size and diversity with the addition
of three new chapters and six
new alumnae associations. Denise
stated that, as a new member class
energizes a chapter, a new chapter
inspires our organization. We
continue to reach out to potential
new members, campus administrators and “Owls Out on a Limb.”
Embracing Going Blue helps
us make the world a better place
through personal sustainability
practices, emphasizing the way we
treat ourselves, the environment
and others. Technology enables
us to find new and improved
ways to keep Kappa relevant.
Chapter and association microsites,
webinars and the Kappa Learning
Institute provide means for global
connections and for learning at our
own pace and time.
A major challenge continues to
be hazing. Denise argues against
14 • The Key • Fall 2010 • www.kappa.org

Bob and Gerry Rugani, Denise’s parents, proudly celebrate Kappa with their daughter,
in whom they instilled the importance of leading with integrity.

Convention offers sisterhood,
friendship and fun.

A Sesquicentennial
Celebration
A what? That’s the official term for Kappa’s 150th birthday!
Although it does not take place until Oct. 13, 2020, you only turn
150 once, so planning begins now, and the celebration will be
complete with the next history book of Kappa Kappa Gamma.
A Convention Resolution established that an appropriate
recognition of the Fraternity’s founding will be given to
Monmouth College, the birthplace of Kappa. A committee was
formed to begin work on planning the 150th celebration of
Kappa’s founding.

Geico Convention
Sponsorship
Beginning in 2010, Geico Insurance partnered with Kappa
Kappa Gamma to sponsor our General Convention. Due to the
increasing costs of hosting a biennial Convention where official
Fraternity business is conducted, outside funding is needed to
keep costs affordable. Chapters and associations budget to send
representatives to Convention; however, these costs will sharply
increase without the support of sponsors.
Geico sends an annual mailing at their expense to Kappa Kappa
Gamma alumna members. If you wish to opt out of this mailing,
contact Fraternity Headquarters at 866-KKG-1870 (866-554-1870)
or e-mail kkghq@kkg.org. Please note that Geico does not
own Kappa’s mailing list and is contracted NOT to sell it to
third-party vendors.

Shop ’Til You Drop!
Kappas who found a spare moment during Convention had
many shopping opportunities! The Blue Owl Boutique was not
to be missed—treasures included hand-crafted arts, jewelry and
unique gifts made by Kappas, including many alumnae associations who pooled their efforts to create outstanding one-of-akind items. The Key Source offered everything from collegiate
goods to bone china with beautiful irises. New this year, the
MarketPlace offered 20 Greek-licensed vendors (there are
currently more than 285 Kappa-approved vendors) that offered
products from T-shirts to tote bags.
Each time someone shops from an Affinity-licensed vendor,
Kappa receives royalties that offset operating costs.

Thank You,
Convention Sponsors!
Platinum
Geico
Herff Jones
Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation
GreekClick
InVision Learning
The Container Store

Gold
My Charmed Life

Silver
Brighton
CSI (Computer System Innovations, Inc.)
MJ Insurance
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP

Bronze
Arizona Biltmore Resort & Spa
Crowe Horwath, LLP
Garnet Green
Graystone Consulting
Harper Collins Publishing
Jacksonville Hyatt
MidFirst Bank
Pressworks
Visit Jacksonville
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Bring Your ‘A’ Game

Being in college gives
Kappas quite the long
to-do list—excel as a
student, get involved
in leadership roles,
be a good friend,
and somewhere in
Natalie Dillon, Stanford, can’t imagine
life without tennis.

between, find time to
have fun and find a
date to the formal.

16 • The Key • Fall 2010 • www.kappa.org

A To-Do List for Champions
—By Naomi Ratner, Syracuse

F

or a select few, winning an NCAA national
tennis championship is up there on the
to-do list as well, which Hilary Barte
and Natalie Dillon, both Stanford, got
to check off as members of the Stanford
University women’s tennis team. Led
by Hilary, co-captain, with Natalie by her side, the
young women did what any Kappas would do—used
enthusiasm, hard work and leadership to set the
standard. And set the standard they did, leading the
team to the number-one spot in America and giving
the team its 16th national tennis championship.
“It was amazing to watch and experience our team
come together when it mattered most,” says Hilary,
a senior international studies major. “The NCAA

trophy we won is just a representation of all the hard
work, both mentally and physically, that we invested
throughout the season.” Six days after her team won
the championship, Hilary and senior teammate
Lindsay Burdette captured the NCAA doubles title.
During the strenuous practices and tiring matches,
it was important for them to have fun on the courts.
“I take my tennis very seriously, but I try to keep
the mood light,” says Natalie, a sophomore political
science major. “I joke around a lot … and just try to
have a good time.”
Amid jokes on the courts, the challenging demands
of a Division I college sport and their strenuous
academic workloads, Natalie and Hilary have a strong
passion for their sisters as well. They keep a balanced
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college schedule by including Kappa Kappa Gamma
in their busy lives.
“My Kappa experience is something very special
to me,” says Hilary, who joined Kappa as a freshman.
“Being a member of the chapter has served as an
amazing social outlet that has made my college
experience everything I could have dreamed for.”
As Natalie’s Kappa journey only just begins, she
already feels the special bonds of sisterhood that only
a women’s fraternity can offer. Becoming a member
of Kappa in the spring of 2010, Natalie has not only
“loved every second of [her] Kappa experience,” but
finds that her involvement in Beta EtaD, Stanford,
makes her feel like a more well-rounded student.
“College is so much more than [education]—it’s
about meeting people, developing relationships,
cheering your friends on … ultimately in the quest
to discover who you are and the person you want
to become,” says Natalie. “Through Kappa and the
people I have met, it makes [college] so much more
of an enriching process.”
Natalie started tennis at age 4 after running onto
the court while her parents played. “The normal
tennis racket was too heavy for me, so my dad bought
me a pink racquetball racket that was lighter and
easier for me to grip,” she explains. From there, she
practiced with a nonprofit community organization,
Youth Tennis Advantage (YTA), until age 10 when
she began training at the San Francisco Tennis Club.
She later volunteered with YTA as an instructor and
computer skills teacher as a way to give back to an
organization that had given her so much.
Later, Natalie’s high school coach became her
private coach and helped her polish her skills prior
to enrolling at Stanford. And while Natalie welcomes
the responsibilities of being a title-winning studentathlete and role model, she continues to be inspired
by other top female athletes. “There are greater and
more diverse role models than before, from the
Williams sisters to Danica Patrick to Michelle Kwan.
These are women who have broken stereotypes and
are paving the path for more female athletes to join
their arena,” says Natalie, who is thankful for the
Title IX law that provides more opportunities for
female collegiate athletes.
Natalie also stresses the importance of sports
and exercise during childhood. “I think sports and
physical education in schools need to be held at a
high importance to teach healthy lifestyles, nutrition
and character.”
As Natalie considers her many options after
graduation, she says government campaigns and
public service work are at the top of her list, as well
as taking some time to explore the world. “I would
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love to travel a little after college, widen my horizons,
eat delicious food, and improve my Spanish,” admits
Natalie. “But I plan on playing tennis my whole
life—I can’t imagine my life without it.”
Hilary, who was named the 2009 Pac-10 Player of
the Year, sees tennis in her future, too. The left-handed
player started tennis at age 6 with her father and older
brother and sister. Since her parents were not athletes,
they were surprised to discover Hilary’s talent at a
young age.
“Honestly, at first, I didn’t like playing tennis
that much—I had a bad temper and it was just
too frustrating for me. However, with the help of
my dad, I was able to channel my fiery passion
in a more productive manner, and came to love
the competition and little challenges that tennis
presents,” explains Hilary. “As a result, my passion
for competition grew and my desire to improve
upon my tennis skills followed.”
Before enrolling at Stanford, Hilary was a
four-time team MVP and four-time High School
All-American. In 2006, she was the CIF Southern
Section Singles champion, and in 2007 she participated in the singles qualifying and doubles main
draw of the U.S. Open. Although she says the U.S.
Open was an unbelievable experience, she realized
college would help her mature, on and off the court.
While Hilary admits that being a student-athlete
is a challenge at Stanford, she is successful by staying
organized and trying to make the best of each hour.
After graduation, she plans to explore professional
tennis opportunities and eventually go to graduate
school with the goal of a career in business.
Despite their demanding tennis schedules, Hilary
and Natalie never miss chapter meetings or their
weekly Kappa lunches at the student union.
“Natalie and Hilary have shown their
commitment to Kappa as active and engaged
members,” says Beta Eta chapter adviser Lija
Huston McBride, Stanford. “Kappas are learning
that with enough commitment and dedication, you
can be successful across the board at several things,”
which is exactly what these two all-stars do.
With such a strong focus on friendship within
Beta Eta, the tennis players have come to learn what
sisterhood is about—sustaining members in bad
times, celebrating in good times and sharing at all
times, always offering friendship, support and even
a tub of ice cream, when needed. From enthusiastic listserv e-mails among the chapter members
following the girls’ tennis scores to dozens of congratulatory text messages after matches, Hilary and
Natalie receive an outpouring of support from the
women of Beta Eta.

Hilary Barte, Stanford

Sisterhood is about

sustaining members in

bad times, celebrating in
good times and sharing
at all times, always

offering friendship,

support and a tub of ice
cream, when needed.

Natalie Dillon,
bottom center, and
Hilary Barte, right
of Natalie, balance
Division I tennis
and academics
while making
time for Kappa
friendships.
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Kappas on the Roster
Stanford Kappas Pave the Way for Women’s
—By Ann Graham Schnaedter, Missouri

Four members of Beta EtaD,
Stanford, were part of the
inaugural season of the
Women’s Professional Soccer
(WPS) league that began
play just two years ago. The
seven-team league replaced
the Women’s United Soccer
Association, which folded
after the 2003 season.

R

achel Buehler, Allison Falk, Marisa Abegg and Natalie
Spilger had been standout defenders on the Stanford women’s soccer
team. Their connections through Kappa and soccer are intertwined.
Allison and Marisa had played next to each other in the back line all
four years at Stanford. Rachel was part of that team the first three years. Each
found her way into professional soccer when the WPS was formed, although
their paths took different directions.
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Bring Your ‘A’ Game
Professional Sports
Natalie Spilger, Stanford, walks onto the field for the Chicago Red Stars.
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Allison

Marisa

Allison was drafted to the Los Angeles Sol and played in
the inaugural WPS match against the Washington Freedom.
Nervous in her first game as a professional in front of a
crowd of 15,000, she managed to score the first goal in WPS
history. The inaugural season was successful, only losing a
few out of 20 games, getting to first place in the league and
playing in the championship game against New York/New
Jersey. Allison says it was an amazing experience to play
with some of the best in the world, having international
players on the team, as well as Olympic Gold Medalist,
Shannon Boxx. In 2010, she played for the Philadelphia
Independence.

Marisa stayed in the Bay Area playing for the FC
Gold Pride, while continuing to take a full course load
at Stanford in the winter and spring quarters. She says
it was difficult to balance a professional sport and finish
school. She had captained the Stanford squad for three
of her four years there. Chosen in the fourth round of
the draft, she says the inaugural year was a whirlwind,
and although her team was not in contention at the end
of the season, she felt it was successful. She found that
playing with all-time greats such as Brandi Chastain was
“an incredible privilege.” She also says that the Pride was
active in the community, involved in clinics and camps,
autograph sessions and outreach groups such as Habitat
for Humanity. “As a Kappa, I consider service a vital part
of any corporation,” she says, “including professional
athletics.” That was an imperative part of making the
season successful, in her eyes. Marisa is currently with the
Washington Freedom.

Allison says at Stanford she developed friendships with
women who were similar to, yet different, from her. She
says that, being a Kappa means sharing experiences not
only with athletes like her, but also with people who were
not involved in sports, whom she might not have met,
if not for Kappa. She learned that her friends were all
passionate about what they do, whether sports, theater or
music, and came to understand the importance of finding
what you love to do and just “go for it.” She says, “I never
thought I’d become a professional soccer player, but here
I am, doing what I love to do.” Allison’s Kappa ties are
many. Her mother and cousins are Kappas, and her aunt is
Director of Alumnae, Susanne Wolff Vander Heyden,
Washington State.

Rachel
Twice named Parade Magazine’s All-American while
still in high school, Rachel had no plans to play soccer
professionally. Everything changed when she was called
up to the women’s U.S. National Team, and after months
of hard training, made the 2008 Olympic team. She came
home from Beijing with a gold medal. She was then

From left, Rachel
Buehler, Allison
Falk and Marisa
Abegg, Stanford,
enjoy dinner during
a pre-season trip to
the East Coast.
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Natalie Spilger, Stanford, executes a
header for the Chicago Red Stars.

allocated to the Bay Area team, FC Gold Pride,
playing defense with Marisa. Rachel thinks it
is awesome to have the opportunity to play
at this level. She says that in the past it was
difficult to continue soccer after college unless
you were on a national team, went abroad or
played semi-pro for little or no pay. Rachel says
it was great to play with Marisa again, and the
camaraderie, support and friendship you get
from playing on a team is the same thing she
loved about Kappa.
Rachel was recently designated team
captain for the U.S. Women’s National Soccer
Team. Her sister, Anna Buehler, is currently
a chapter officer of Beta EtaD, Stanford.

Natalie
Natalie’s journey to the Chicago Red Stars
took a bit longer. Graduating from Stanford
in 2004 with a degree in civil and environmental engineering, and a master’s in 2005
in construction engineering management,
she was burned out in soccer. She had been
co-captain of the team at Stanford and a
Parade Magazine All-American. Without a
professional women’s league at the time, she
played very little after graduation except for
recreational and co-ed soccer. After two years
in the corporate world as an energy engineer,
watching the 2006 World Cup compelled her
to start playing soccer again, and a friend
enticed her to play for a team in Sweden.
When the WPS began, she entered the postcollegiate draft and worked her way into a
starting position as a defender.
Natalie says that her experience as Beta
Eta’s Recruitment Chairman during her
spring senior quarter prepared her for life
after college. She says that soccer takes up
“so much of your time as an ambitious
youth, that you don’t have time for
internships in the professional world. My
experience as Recruitment Chairman gave
me the confidence in my non-soccer professional life.” She says it also spurred her
interest in volunteering and community
involvement. Growing up in California, she
was aware of environmental issues at a young
age, and her travels after college reinforced
her commitment to the environment. She
now runs a nonprofit environmental organization, GreenLaces, producing shoe laces
made from recycled materials, found online at
www.greenlaces.org. Athletes from around the

world support the organization, including Brandi Chastain,
a three-time Olympic athlete and world champion, who sits
on the board of directors.
Bound by their love for Kappa and soccer, Rachel, Allison,
Marisa and Natalie continue to be role models for young
women around the world while continuing Kappa Kappa
Gamma’s Tradition of LeadershipTM.
---------------------------------------------------------Editor’s Note: Learn more about professional women’s soccer
at www.womensprosoccer.com.

Share Your News
with The Key
If you would like to share your or another Kappa’s
outstanding accomplishment with The Key, please e-mail
thekey@kkg.org. While we do not have space for all
stories, we love to hear from all Kappas and their families.
Also, please let us know if you have an important topic
you would like to see covered in the future.
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Widespread Generosity Took Us
—By Kerrie Quinn Murray, Idaho

W

In a world searching for values and leadership, Kappa Kappa
Gamma is committed to developing these characteristics in our
members, and Leadership Academy is the cornerstone of this
commitment.
Launched in 2004, Leadership Academy is a four-day leadership
retreat that uses outdoor leadership challenges, personal reflection and
group interaction to equip members of all ages with the skills to take
on leadership roles not only in their chapters, alumnae associations
and communities, but also in the workplace and the board room. As
both today’s and tomorrow’s leaders, Leadership Academy participants
have the potential to make the world a better place for everyone.
In 2007, the Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation embarked on
a campaign to raise $5 million to create the Leadership Academy
Endowment, which will fund the program each year. Early in the
planning for the campaign, Lynne McNabb Walton, Arkansas,
recognized the need to create this endowment because of her Kappa
experience. During college, she was astonished that others saw

t Foundation Board of Trustees members celebrate the successful completion of the

Leadership Academy Endowment Campaign during the General Convention in Phoenix.
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Photo by Dale Brubeck, William and Mary

hen we asked—you responded. And now, Kappa Kappa
Gamma’s Leadership Academy is endowed with $5 million.
The investment income will fund this inspiring program
for future generations of Kappas in perpetuity!

leadership potential in her when she had not seen it in
herself. She went on to become President of Gamma Nu
Chapter, the first of many leadership roles in her life.

Over the Top!
2 #O #HAIRMEN 0ATSY "REDWICK ,EVANG .ORTH $AKOTA
LEFT AND $ARCY (OWE )NDIANA GAVE COUNTLESS
VOLUNTEER HOURS TO MAKE THIS CAMPAIGN A SUCCESS

4HE  MILLION ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN BEGAN WITH THE
RECEIPT OF A  MILLION CHALLENGE GRANT FROM 4HE 7ALTON
&AMILY &OUNDATION IN HONOR OF ,YNNES MOTHER IN LAW
Helen Robson Walton, Oklahoma. Three members of
THE 7ALTON FAMILY INCLUDING (ELEN ,YNNE AND Annie
Walton, Wake Forest, have experienced Kappa’s leadership,
scholarship and friendship through the years.
The result of the challenge grant has been more successful
THAN ANYONE HAD IMAGINED &OR THE PAST TWO YEARS EVERY
DOLLAR DONATED HAS BEEN MATCHED AND WE MET THE  MILLION
CHALLENGE AND EVEN EXCEEDED OUR  MILLION GOAL
Kappas who attended the General Convention in June
were treated to a special breakfast hosted by the Kappa
+APPA 'AMMA &OUNDATION TO CELEBRATE NOT ONLY ITS TH
anniversary but also the success of the Leadership Academy
Endowment Campaign. The room rang with applause and
cheers when Leadership Academy Endowment Campaign
Co-Chairmen Patsy Bredwick Levang, North Dakota,
and Darcy Howe, Indiana, revealed that we had more than
MATCHED THE  MILLION CHALLENGE WITH THE PROCLAMATION
“We are over the top!”
$URING THE BREAKFAST CELEBRATION SEVERAL MAJOR DONORS
were recognized, and all donors were thanked for helping
THE &OUNDATION REACH AND SURPASS THIS GOAL -Y HEARTFELT
THANKS ALSO GOES OUT TO THE MANY &OUNDATION COMMITTEE
members and other volunteers who worked tirelessly to
make this dream a reality!

2 $URING THE &OUNDATION BREAKFAST AT #ONVENTION #AMPAIGN AND
$EVELOPMENT #OMMITTEE MEMBERS CHEER AT THE NEWS THAT THE
,EADERSHIP !CADEMY %NDOWMENT HAS SURPASSED  MILLION

WWWKAPPAORG s &ALL  s The Key s 25

foundation

Preserving s Endowing s Inspiring

My Summer at the
Heritage Museum
°"Y #LAIRE $AVIS !UBURN

W

hen I received the call that I had been hired as
THE #ATHERINE 3CHROEDER 'RAF (ERITAGE -USEUM
Intern for the summer, I was thrilled. I would obtain
job experience, learn about museums and exhibit design
and experience a new city! After touring Kappa Kappa
'AMMA (EADQUARTERS AND 4HE (ERITAGE -USEUM AND
meeting the staff, I told my mom, “I want to stay longer
than the summer!”
My first charge was to script and design the layout of
THE (ERITAGE %XHIBIT 4HIS DISPLAY SHOWCASED BOTH 4HE
(ERITAGE -USEUM AND 4HE 3TEWART (OUSE -USEUM
while also incorporating many original objects from the
&RATERNITY ARCHIVES SUCH AS THE Red Book THE EARLIEST
EXAMPLE OF OUR WRITTEN RITUAL THE 7ELLS CANDLESTICKS AND
MANY ANTIQUE BADGES 4HE (ERITAGE %XHIBIT WAS A WAY FOR
Kappas to get a glimpse of both museums and also a way
to bring history to the General Convention in June.
I organized a display about the history of the Kappa
+APPA 'AMMA &OUNDATION FOR ITS TH ANNIVERSARY )
learned about the first donation, which turned into a
scholarship fund. I encountered Rose McGill and learned
how her chapter and an entire Convention supported
her in a time of need, which turned into our Rose McGill
Confidential Emergency Aid Programs. I loved learning
more about our educational programs, like the Kappa
Learning Institute, Leadership Academy and GIRLS
Academy, and how they are providing leadership training
to our active and alumna members and young teen girls.
This year at Convention, in addition to the
(ERITAGE %XHIBIT WE UNVEILED Tradition of Leadership®
—Education to Enfranchisement, which tells the history
OF WOMEN AS WELL AS +APPA +APPA 'AMMA FROM 
TO  7HILE ) LEARNED MUCH ABOUT EXHIBIT PLANNING
and design, I also learned about Kappa Kappa Gamma’s
background. It was interesting to find out how many
Kappas were involved in early events that shaped
women’s history in North America.
I was eager for Convention because I had never been.
I had heard stories from alumnae and it sounded like
a marvelous experience! Arriving and setting up were
a mix of anticipation and excitement—I couldn’t wait
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#LAIRE $AVIS !UBURN SERVED AS THE  #ATHERINE
3CHROEDER 'RAF (ERITAGE -USEUM )NTERN AT &RATERNITY
(EADQUARTERS (ER WISH CAME TRUE AND SHE IS NOW WORKING
FULL TIME IN THE -EMBERSHIP 3ERVICES $EPARTMENT

for the more than one thousand other Kappas to arrive.
After the first dinner and meeting, my expectations were
far exceeded! There were so many women, collegians and
alumnae alike, gathered in Kappa’s name. I had thought
that after college, Kappa involvement ended. Convention
proved different! Kappa is such a large organization with
so much to do—involvement lasts as long as you want
it to. I am so excited to know that I can continue to be
involved in Kappa for the rest of my life.
4HE #ATHERINE 3CHROEDER 'RAF (ERITAGE -USEUM
Internship was more exciting than I could have dreamed.
When I imagined a summer spent among owls, keys and
fleurs-de-lis, I had no idea the incredible experience that
was waiting for me!

(OW TO !PPLY
Applications for the Catherine Schroeder Graf
(ERITAGE -USEUM )NTERNSHIP ARE DUE &EB  
$ETAILS ARE AVAILABLE AT WWWKAPPAORG OR CALL
 ++' 

Unrestricted Giving
Is Key to Our Success
"E A PART OF THE ¯ !NNUAL
,OYALTY &UND +ICK /FF

T

HE n !NNUAL ,OYALTY &UND IS UNDER WAY AND WE ARE
excited to build on last year’s success! Thank you to the more
THAN   ALUMNAE PARENTS AND FRIENDS WHOSE GIFTS IN n
made a collective and immediate impact!
4HE !NNUAL ,OYALTY &UND RAISES UNRESTRICTED FUNDS FOR THE
&OUNDATIONS GREATEST NEEDS PROVIDING MEANS EACH YEAR TO SUSTAIN
and expand our programs, strengthen our organization and
enhance the Kappa experience for all members.
0LEASE MAKE YOUR GIFT TO THE !NNUAL ,OYALTY &UND TODAY 'IFTS
of all sizes positively affect the thousands of Kappas who are
SUPPORTED EACH YEAR THROUGH PROGRAMS OFFERED BY THE &OUNDATION
We also invite you to consider membership in the annual giving
society, the Iris Circle. The Iris Circle recognizes Kappa donors
WHO MAKE A GIFT OF   OR MORE TO THE !NNUAL ,OYALTY &UND
EACH YEAR -ORE THAN  LOYAL +APPAS BECAME CHARTER MEMBERS
OF THE )RIS #IRCLE LAST YEAR AND OUR GOAL IS  MEMBERS THIS YEAR
7E ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL WHO ENTRUST THE &OUNDATION WITH THE
honor of unrestricted generosity, and we pledge to be strategic
and sensible with these funds, responding carefully to the evershifting needs of our membership.
&OR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE !NNUAL ,OYALTY &UND PLEASE
contact Laurel Palmer, Ohio State $IRECTOR OF !NNUAL 'IVING
AT LPALMER KKGORG OR  ++' 

Omega Society—
A Gift for the Future

T

HE /MEGA 3OCIETY HONORS THOSE DONORS WHO SIGNIFICANTLY
influence the future by including the Kappa Kappa Gamma
&OUNDATION IN THEIR ESTATE PLANS 4HIS CAN BE DONE THROUGH A
BEQUEST PROVISION IN A WILL OR TRUST A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY A
charitable remainder trust, a charitable lead trust or by naming
THE &OUNDATION AS THE OWNER AND BENEFICIARY OF A LIFE INSURANCE
POLICY OR AS THE BENEFICIARY OF A QUALIFIED RETIREMENT PLAN SUCH AS
AN )2! OR K 
&OR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN INFLUENCE +APPAS
future by planning today, please contact Maggie Sims Coons,
Hillsdale $IRECTOR OF 0LANNED 'IVING +APPA +APPA 'AMMA
&OUNDATION 0/ "OX  #OLUMBUS /(   CALL TOLL FREE
 ++'  EXT  OR SEND AN E MAIL TO MCOONS KKGORG
,EARN MORE ONLINE AT WWWKAPPAORG %).  

4HANK YOU TO THE CHAPTERS AND
ALUMNAE ASSOCIATIONS THAT MADE
GIFTS TO THE +APPA +APPA 'AMMA
&OUNDATION FROM *UNE   TO
3EPT  

Chapters
"ETA 0I Washington
"ETA :ETA Iowa
Chi, Minnesota
$ELTA "ETA Duke
$ELTA %PSILON Rollins
$ELTA %TA Utah
$ELTA 4AU USC (Calif.)
Epsilon Mu, Clemson
Eta Epsilon, Johns Hopkins
Eta Nu, Santa Clara
Gamma Mu, Oregon State
Iota, DePauw

Alumnae Associations
Atlanta
Austin
"OISE 6ALLEY
Charlotte
Cleveland
Colorado Springs
$ETROIT .ORTH 7OODWARD
'REATER $AYTONA
(ILTON (EAD
Jackson, Mississippi
Jacksonville
Knoxville
Lake Charles
Lake Washington
Lawrence
Little Rock
Mid-Maryland
/AK 0ARK 2IVER &OREST
Richardson-Plano
Richmond
3AN $IEGUITO
Sierra
Southern Nevada
Texarkana
Tucson
Wasatch Mountains
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4HE 3COTTSDALE !LUMNAE
!SSOCIATION´S FIRST 2OADSHOW
&UNDRAISER WAS HEADED BY 0AM
(UDSON +REWSON $ENISON -ARCY
+ERLIN $RAKE ,IBBIE $OYLE #ROUCH
!RIZONA 3TATE ASSOCIATION 0RESIDENT
,ASSIE 4ISCHLER %ICHER #ORNELL AND
-ARY )NGWERSEN 3HRAKE $UKE

2EBECCA (AMMOND 7ILLIAM AND -ARY AND -AUREEN
+ETTERING 6IRGINIA 4ECH CALL OUT LETTERS FOR ±ALPHABET
BINGO² DURING A 2EADING )S +EY EVENT HELD BY THE
.ORTHERN 6IRGINIA !LUMNAE !SSOCIATION AT THE
#HILDREN AND &AMILY .ETWORK #ENTER IN !LEXANDRIA 6A

!NGELA 7ILHELM &LORIDA 3TATE A MEMBER OF THE 'REATER
$AYTONA !LUMNAE !SSOCIATION READS TO A CHILD DURING A
2EADING )S +EY BOOK DISTRIBUTION EVENT

-EMBERS OF THE 4ALLAHASSEE !LUMNAE
!SSOCIATION ENJOY A #HRISTMAS TEA PARTY

-EMBERS OF THE 3ANDHILLS !LUMNAE !SSOCIATION ENJOY CAKE AND COFFEE AS THEY
CELEBRATE THE TH ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR CHARTER AT THE 3OUTHERN 0INES HOME
OF *UDY *AKOWATZ ,ENARD +ANSAS 3TATE ASSOCIATION 4REASURER 'UEST SPEAKER
6ICTORIA 0EET "RENNER %MORY AN ESTATE PLANNER SPOKE ON THE IMPORTANCE OF
HAVING A WILL AND THE CHANGES IN ESTATE TAXES
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-EMBERS OF THE .ORTHERN
6IRGINIA !LUMNAE
!SSOCIATION GATHER AT THE
HOME OF "ETSY 0AGE 3IGMAN
7ILLIAM AND -ARY FOR A 3T
0ATRICK´S $AY PARTY AND SILENT
AUCTION &UNDS RAISED WENT
TO A 2EADING )S +EY EVENT THE
2OSE -C'ILL (OLIDAY 3HARING
0ROGRAM AND THE +APPA
+APPA 'AMMA ,EADERSHIP
!CADEMY %NDOWMENT

!LUMNAE AND COLLEGIANS OF "ETA 0HI -ONTANA CONVERGED ON THE -ISSOULA CAMPUS DURING (OMECOMING TO CELEBRATE THEIR
TH ANNIVERSARY -ORE THAN  ATTENDED THE 3ATURDAY EVENING BANQUET FEATURING FORMER &RATERNITY %XECUTIVE $IRECTOR
,ILA )SBELL -ONTANA AS EMCEE &EATURED SPEAKER WAS $IRECTOR OF !LUMNAE 3USANNE 7OLFF 6ANDER (AYDEN 7ASHINGTON
3TATE WHOSE DAUGHTER IS A "ETA 0HI 0AULINE 7ILD 0OORE RED SWEATER IS THE DAUGHTER OF ONE OF "ETA 0HI´S FOUNDERS
#ARRIE 7HARTON 7ILD

4WENTY FOUR MEMBERS OF THE  PLEDGE CLASS OF "ETA ,AMBDA )LLINOIS ENJOY A
REUNION AT THE #HICAGO HOME OF +ATY %NRIGHT 4HESE SISTERS RECONNECTED WHEN
THEY ALL BEGAN JOINING &ACEBOOK
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-EMBERS OF THE 'REATER
$AYTONA !LUMNAE !SSOCIATION
TOUR THE WINTER RETREAT BUILT
FOR FAMOUS HATMAKER *OHN "
3TETSON IN THE S 4HE TOUR OF
THE 3TETSON -ANSION STEEPED
IN HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGNS NOT NORMALLY SEEN IN
&LORIDA FULFILLED THE ASSOCIATION´S
3ELF $ISCOVERY AND )NTELLECTUAL
$EVELOPMENT %DUCATION
CATEGORY FOR EVENT PLANNING
A 0ATHWAYS EDUCATION
QUADRANT 

-ISSY 7EINGER 3CHNURSTEIN
.ORTHWESTERN !NN *ACKSON
!MAN /REGON 3TATE AND
+ATHRYN 0OINDEXTER 3-5
DEMONSTRATE +APPAS SUPPORTING
EACH OTHER IN THE PROFESSIONAL
WORLD AT THE 9AHOO .ATIONAL
3ALES #ONFERENCE IN 0HOENIX

! GROUP OF +APPAS FROM #HI -INNESOTA WHO GRADUATED
BETWEEN  AND  ENJOY A TOUR OF 3ANTA &E ONE OF MANY
REUNIONS THEY HAVE ENJOYED TOGETHER SINCE  ! COINCIDENCE
THAT MOST ARE DRESSED IN BLUE THEY SAY THEY WILL MAKE IT A
TRADITION NEXT YEAR

! +APPA +ASINO EVENT HOSTED BY THE $ENVER .IGHT /WLS
RAISED FUNDS TO BENEFIT A SUMMER CARNIVAL AT THE LOCAL
CHILDREN´S HOSPITAL 0ICTURED ARE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
WHO ORGANIZED THE EVENT
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&RIENDS FROM THE CLASS OF  OF $ELTA
0HI "UCKNELL GATHER ON THE BANKS OF THE
2APPAHANNOCK 2IVER IN 6IRGINIA AT THE
SUMMER HOME OF *ANE $UBIVSKY #OENE
$URING THEIR REUNION THEY ENJOYED A
TOUR OF HISTORIC #HRIST #HURCH AFTERNOON
BOAT RIDES AND DINNER AT THE HISTORIC
,ANCASTER )NN

#HARTER MEMBERS OF %TA %TA #ENTRAL &LORIDA
MET FOR A REUNION WEEKEND AND THE $ISNEY
0RINCESS (ALF -ARATHON INCLUDING 0ROVINCE
$IRECTOR OF !LUMNAE .ICOLE #ARVALHO

3AVANNAH AREA ALUMNAE HELD THEIR TH ANNUAL 0ANHELLENIC ,UNCHEON
HOSTING MORE THAN  WOMEN FROM  SORORITIES 'UEST SPEAKER 'INGER
!LLEN #UCOLO 4EXAS IN GRAY DRESS SPOKE ON THE ±)MPORTANCE AND 3TRENGTH
OF 7OMEN IN !LL !SPECTS OF THE -ILITARY !CTIVE $UTY &AMILY 3UPPORT AND
#IVILIAN 7ORKERS²

4HE &ORT ,AUDERDALE !LUMNAE !SSOCIATION HOSTED THREE PARTIES SIMULTA
NEOUSLY IN THREE DIFFERENT LOCATIONS FOR A ±+APPAS IN 9OUR .EIGHBORHOOD²
POTLUCK DINNER %NJOYING THE EVENING ARE MEMBERS IN THE "ROWARD AREA
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Key Achievements
Beverly Cooper Greenwood, Texas A&M,
President of BMI Defense Systems, accepts the
prestigious Nunn-Perry Award as an outstanding
small business under the Department of Defense
Mentor-Protege Program. BMI Defense Systems,
located in College Station, Texas, engineers and
produces force protection products used throughout
the Department of Defense. BMI supplies vital
protective equipment to the war fighter and first
responders and homeland security personnel.


Phoebe Welt Kent, Duke, receives the
Outstanding Chapter Adviser award from
the Order of Omega Greek Honor Society
during an awards ceremony on the campus
of William and Mary. Phoebe has served the
Gamma Kappa chapter as Standards Adviser
for many years, hosting weekly meetings at
her home near campus.

Actress and jazz vocalist, Sarah Partridge,
Northwestern, heads a program for children called the
Jazz Explorers. The program takes jazz and the idea of
improvisation into elementary schools. She feels that
“children need to be exposed to the music of jazz, as it
isn’t the popular music of the day and isn’t played in
every household. Once the kids experience our program,
they’re excited and energized. They will be the ones to
carry on this musical tradition.” After graduating from
Northwestern, Sarah appeared in Risky Business with Tom
Cruise. Her stage career has transformed into one of a
nationally acclaimed jazz vocalist who has played the Oak
Room at the Algonquin Hotel in New York and the Ryman
Auditorium in Nashville, and she has recently released her
fourth CD, available in major stores, iTunes, Amazon and
her website, www.sarahpartridge.com

Submit news and photos to thekey@kkg.org. High-quality, high-resolution digital files or prints are accepted.
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Stasia Czech, Miami (Ohio), has
been promoted to senior asociate at
NBBJ, an international architectural
firm located in Columbus, Ohio. An
interior designer for the firm which
specializes in health care, science,
and education, Stasia has worked
on a variety of projects that include
universities, research facilities and
health-care facilities.

The Honorable M. Margaret
McKeown, Wyoming, is a 2010 recipient
of the Margaret Brent Women Lawyers
of Achievement Award from the ABA
Commission on Women in the Profession.
She is a circuit judge on the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in
San Diego. She was the first woman
partner of Perkins Coie LLP in Seattle,
and her areas of practice included
complex commercial litigation, antitrust,
intellectual property and constitutional
law. She was the first woman to
represent the Western District of Washington at the Ninth Circuit
Judicial Conference and served as the first female president of the
Federal Bar Association-Western District of Washington. A former Kappa
Alumnae Achievement Award recipient, she has authored more than
300 opinions during her 12 years as a U.S. Circuit Judge, including cases
on sex discrimination and female genital mutilation.
Sue Douglas Christensen, Utah,
has been awarded an honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degree by the University
of Utah. A member of the Salt Lake City
Alumnae Association, Sue is a founding
partner of the Ramsey Group. She has
been named salesperson of the year and
earned Master Status from the Salt Lake
Board of Realtors. Sue has also served
on the Utah University Alumni Board of
Directors, the Utah Museum of Natural
History’s Associates Board, five years as
its president, the Crimson Club Board of
Directors and in several other volunteer positions.
Jann Rowley Treadwell, Colorado
College/Texas, has been named the 2010
Educator of the Year by the Association
of Presbyterian Church Educators,
partly for her role as Overture Advocate
for Adolescent Resources at the 2008
Presbyterian Church USA’s General
Assembly. For 22 years, she has been a
Director of Christian Education, the past
16 at NorthPark Presbyterian Church in
Dallas. Her greatest passion, she says,
is working with youth and organizing
college and high school mission trips.

Kappas Collaborate on Book

Inspired by challenges faced by their
sons, Debbie Reese Potts, and Connie
Cutcher Weeks, both Baylor, collaborated
on the book, Ocean Surprises, which helps
others navigate adversity. Longtime friends
from Epsilon Upsilon Chapter, they both
watched as their sons endured life-altering
physical and mental hardships. Debbie’s son,
Luke, struggled to heal from a series of brain
surgeries to calm a seizure disorder. Connie’s
son, Elliott, an infantry rifleman in the U. S.
Marine Corps, served two tours of duty in
Afghanistan and Iraq. Written by Debbie
and illustrated by Connie, the book uses the
experiences of the ocean’s inhabitants during
a raging storm as a metaphor for the human
spirit’s ability to overcome adversity. Ocean
Surprises is available at amazon.com and
through the website, www.oceansurprises.
com. A portion of the proceeds will be donated
to charitable organizations.

Written and illustrated by Kappas.
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Before heading off to Basic Training for Officers, Carol Haertlein Sells, Wisconsin, is taught the proper way to return
a salute by her son, 1st Lt. Joe Leonardelli, a Marine. Commissioned a major, Carol is serving a two-year commitment
in a new doctoral program at Brooke Army Medical Center.

Alumna Joins the Army at Age 58
—By Ann Graham Schnaedter, Missouri

A

chance visit in 2007, as part of a health
educators’ tour to a Texas Army rehabilitation center, changed the life of a University of
Wisconsin–Milwaukee (UWM) faculty member.
Carol Haertlein Sells, Wisconsin, a professor in
the UWM Department of Occupational Therapy since
1982, was so impressed with the quality of services
provided at the Center for the Intrepid at Fort Sam
Houston in San Antonio, Texas, and the Brooke Army
Medical Center there, that at age 58, she joined the
U.S. Army.
She is now a faculty member in a new doctoral
program at Brooke Army Medical Center for the
new U.S. Army Doctor of Science in OT (DScOT)
program. She instructs six students admitted to an
18-month program for Army occupational therapists.
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Carol had never considered going into the military.
She has two grown children, including a son who
is an officer in the military and recently completed
his second tour to Iraq, and the other is married to
a military officer. But during that visit to Fort Sam
Houston, she met the chief of occupational therapy
who told Carol she wanted to set up a doctoral
program. With a background in writing grant
proposals, Carol thought she could help—until she
was told it would be easier if she were an active duty
member of the service. After much thought and
discussion with her husband, Carol made the leap.
Commissioned as a major, she didn’t have to
attend Officer Candidate School, but she did endure
basic training for officers. Her first hard day at Fort
Sam was when she left her husband at the airport

and wondered, “What am I doing here?” Her
first three weeks were overwhelming, with days
starting at 0550 (5:50 a.m.). Her company was
composed of about 190, all in health-related
fields, about half having served, with others
new like her. She was the oldest, although a few
were in their 50s. The first few weeks were filled
with presentations, getting medical exams and
field gear issued and, the biggest challenge, the
physical fitness test. She says she was so focused
on the pushups, she didn’t pass the sit-ups. “I had
remedial physical training four to five days a week
and passed the test two weeks later.”
The next three weeks were in the field for Army
combatives. She learned night- and day-land
navigation, firing, cleaning and function checks
on the M16 rifle and 9mm handgun, and learned
to wear chemical protection gear (in a heat index
of 99 degrees.) She practiced mock assaults,
urban operations, and three- and five-mile
marches with a 30-pound rucksack at 4:30 a.m.
“At the end of the day,” she relates, “you just fell
into bed (on a hard cot) because you were so
exhausted.”
The new Officer Accession Pilot Program
allows qualified health-care professionals to serve
two years as commissioned officers. After that,
Carol is not committed to extend her service and
will probably return to UWM, where her teaching
position remains open.

Besides curriculum development, teaching and
research, Carol will also provide some patient
care. She says she sort of misses the “soldier
stuff, like marching and drilling,” but feels it is a
privilege to spend time with wounded soldiers.
And, although she misses life in Wisconsin, she
continues to be glad she made this decision.

What? Stars and Stripes Alumnae
Association (SSAA)
Who? Kappa alumnae who are affiliated
with the military whether through active
duty service or by the military affiliation of
a spouse, parent, or sibling
Why? To connect all military-affiliated
alumnae to Kappa no matter where you are
located
When/Where? Online meetings and chat
rooms; dual association membership
available
For more information, contact Sarah Banks
Falk, SSAA President, 805-252-8644 or
bsfscf@gmail.com, or visit the website:
http://associations.kappa.org/starsandstripes.

Carol Haertlein Sells, Wisconsin, attends Basic Training for Officers, enduring days beginning at 0550 with marching,
drilling, mock assaults, navigation, urban operations and weapons training.
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It’s Never Too Late
for the Beautiful and Good

A

fter nearly 50 years apart, the pledge
class of PsiD, Cornell, traveled
from far and near to the home of
Nancy Williams Clark at Old Chatham
Sheepherding Company in Chatham, N.Y.
Nancy and her husband, Tom Clark, also a
Cornell alumnus, founded the largest North
American sheep dairy and creamery, which
houses more than 1,200 East Friesian ewe that
graze on their organically maintained pastures.
While Tom is the general manager of Old
Chatham, Nancy is a certified cheesemaker.
She oversees design, as she is the principal
of Clark Design Group specializing in
commercial interior design. The sheep farm
and upscale country inn-turned-home to the
Clarks was a fun and relaxing setting for the
four-day reunion. Leading up to the reunion,
these Cornell Kappas exchanged e-mails to get
a head start on catching up on life after college.
Even though some of the women had not
seen each other in 48 years, Charlotte Jones
Collister of Columbus, Ohio, says they

rekindled their friendships, “as if we had never
left college.”
The agenda for the weekend included a
lively book discussion of Half the Sky by
Nicholas Kristof and Cheryl WuDunn, led
by Marjorie McKee Blanchard, Cornell,
of the Ken Blanchard Companies, leaders in
training and development.
In addition to a tour of the Clark’s certified
humane sheep milking facility, where they
learned that it only takes about 15 minutes
to milk 150 sheep, they spent countless hours
during the reunion reminiscing, laughing and
sharing photos.
Nancy Schlegal Meinig, who traveled
from Tulsa, provided blue owl-patterned PJs
for everyone. Together they held a ceremony
to receive their 50-year pins because, “Kappa
is what brought us together and what binds us
together. It truly is the ‘beautiful and good,’”
says Charlotte. A highlight of the trip was
re-learning the password—when they arrived

Cornell Kappas get a personal tour by Nancy Williams Clark, Cornell, co-founder of Old Chatham Sheepherding Company.
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at the reunion, only the Marshal, Charlotte, could
remember it. But after this heartwarming weekend,
they won’t forget it.
For more information about Old Chatham
Sheepherding, visit www.blacksheepcheese.com.

Plan a Reunion
To plan a reunion, gather names, addresses and
e-mail addresses from our online member directory
or call Kappa Headquarters at 614-KKG-1870. The list
can be requested by specific name or initiation year for
a particular Kappa chapter, and the names can be sent
on paper galleys, a CD or via e-mail in a spreadsheet
format. There is a small charge for printed galleys.
The online directory can be found at www.kappa.org
under the Directories tab and is available to members
only for non-commercial use.

Fifteen members of PsiD, Cornell, pledge class of 1959, reminisce during a weekend reunion at Old Chatham Sheepherding Company.

www.kappa.org • Fall 2010 • The Key • 37

accent on alumnae

How to Plan a Successful RIF Event
—By Christina Frank Erwin, Washington Univ. (St. Louis),
Province Director of Chapters, Zeta South

K

appa Kappa Gamma’s official philanthropic partner, Reading Is Fundamental
(RIF), is a great platform for community
outreach to prevent illiteracy in under-served
children in the community. The Kansas City
Alumnae Association offers the following tips
for organizing a RIF event, based on its successful
Reading Is Key event held in February.
Plan live reading and crafts.
Planning began in January, with alumnae
donating books in large-print format, appropriate
for classrooms of five- and six-year-olds. Craft
projects, following a winter theme, were planned
with volunteers helping children make Valentine’s
Day cards and “snow” pictures, gluing popcorn on
black paper. Tip: Crafts can also follow a theme of
a special book read to the children.
Find an organization to benefit under-served
children.
A 90-minute event was organized with
Operation Breakthrough, an urban Kansas City
school and child-care facility that serves children
living in poverty. The school equally relies upon
government and private funding, and provides
early childhood education, before- and afterschool programs, immunizations, summer
enrichment and a variety of other programs. Tip:
Many cities have chapters of Head Start, Boys &
Girls Clubs, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America,
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the Child Welfare League of America or similar
organizations that would welcome these events.
Organize book distribution.
In Kansas City, alumnae collected books at their
annual winter party in January and donated them
to Operation Breakthrough to distribute to the
children during Reading Is Key. Each child took
home a new book of their own. Tip: Collecting
books is easy if each member brings one to
association meetings throughout the year.
Kansas City alumnae are already planning for
next February’s event and volunteers have begun
signing up to participate. One alumna wrote, “I
didn’t go to the Operation Breakthrough event
[in 2010], but heard so many good things about
it, so YES, I would be interested in participating
in another event.” Operation Breakthrough was
grateful to the Kansas City Kappas for the time
spent with their children, and you, too, can easily
plan a successful RIF event in your area!

Philanthropy Leadership Tips

Successful events of any kind take planning and
commitment—and trial and error. Write a report
of your event for next year’s chairman, including
what worked and what could have been improved.
Set goals now for next year, so you will be
prepared and make sure to include many members
of your group. Sometimes a reluctant leader will
thrive if asked to do a specific task.

Honoring Those We Have Loved and Lost
These names were submitted to Fraternity
Headquarters between August 7, 2010, and
September 14, 2010.
* Adelphi College
Angulo, Barbara Cisin, ’42, d. 12/09
* Adrian College
Elliott, Natalie Glaser, ’38, d. 1/10
Alabama, University of
Knapp, Ellen Chapman, ’43, d. 7/10
Allegheny College
Fishel, Martha Youngman, ’33, d. 8/10
Whitaker, Elizabeth Robinson, ’35, d. 12/09
Arizona, University of
Robinette, Leslie Mosler, ’89, d. 6/04
Arkansas, University of
Henry, Nancy McDonald, ’35, d. 6/08
* Boston University
Darden, Genevieve Marston, ’35, d. 3/03
British Columbia, Univ. of
Prescott, Jennifer Campbell, ’96, d. 8/10
Butler University
Minton, Dorothy Groene, ’42, d. 3/10
California, U. of, Los Angeles
Lain, Barbara Bateman, ’60, d. 2/92
Colorado College
Layng, Judith Clave, ’52, d. 12/09
Colorado State University
Huffmon, Margaret Redmond, ’61, d. 11/09
Colorado, University of
Gardiner, Ann Alexander, ’44, d. 2/10
Tempest, Susan Scheib, ’45, d. 4/10
Cornell University
Palacio, Monica Kalilec, ’80, d. 03/10
Denison University
Bethune, Adelaide Gerwig, ’40, d. 7/10
Haire, Betty Weber, ’45, d. 5/09
Underwood, Dorothy Parker, ’48, d. 8/10
Vaughan, Eleanor Stutler, ’29, d. 6/10
DePauw University
Bunn, Phyllis Whalen, ’41, d. 2/99
Drake University
Rowland, Vicki Leatzow, ’60, d. 2/09
Schaefer, Judith, ’54, d. 9/1
Duke University
Balser, Paula Bassett, ’34, d. 07/10
Florida State University
Knight, Karen, ’64, d. 09/10
George Washington University
Croasdale, Betty Bartlet, ’40, d. 07/10
Stockvis, Betty Cochran, ’33, d. 07/10
* Goucher College
Downie, Rachael Elberfeld, ’35, d. 07/09
Idaho, University of
Johanson, Jan Sinclair, ’68, d. 05/07
Illinois Wesleyan University
Ledward, Patty Barclay, ’46, d. 06/09
Illinois, University of
Lewis, Nancy Wilson, ’60, d. 06/10
Tucker, Nancy Beck, ’50, d. 11/09
Iowa, University of
Klepper, Sarah Patton, ’40, d. 08/10
Vander Stoep, Eileen Lenihan, ’34, d. 06/10
Kansas State University
Tomlinson, Sally Sams, ’50, d. 08/10
Whitsitt, Michele Hollingsworth, ’75, d. 07/10

Kentucky, University of
Copening, Marjorie Freeman, ’42, d. 07/10
Garey, Elizabeth Heiss, ’48, d. 08/10
* Maryland, University of
Kennedy, Mary Salmon, ’32, d. 04/10
Lundell, Ann Carver, ’35, d. 04/10
Miami University
Pocock, Marilyn Sletvold, ’43, d. 08/10
Miami, University of
Hazlehurst, Edith Batcheller, ’43, d. 06/10
Michigan State University
Noble, Clara Dowling, ’43, d. 06/10
Michigan, University of
Smith, Barbara Lutts, ’35, d. 08/10
Westfall, Ruthmary Smith, ’39, d. 09/10
Minnesota, University of
Gehan, Jean McGee, ’39, d. 07/10
Missouri, University of
Jones, Rebecca Means, ’42, d. 04/10
Lothrop, Barbara Breisch, ’54, d. 07/10
Matthews, De Lois Sieber, ’35, d. 05/99
Newell, Barbara Wehrle, ’63, d. 07/10
Sieber, Delrose, ’35, d. 07/03
Monmouth College
Creswell, Jean McInnes, ’42, d. 08/10
Gibson, Charlotte Pierce, ’47, d. 10/09
Scott, Ida Crum, ’42, d. 04/09
Montana, University of
Lindner, Laela Morris, ’50, d. 08/10
Nebraska, University of
Powell, Elizabeth Thomsen, ’50, d. 08/10
Rinder, Virginia Hay, ’41, d. 07/10
New Mexico, University of
Shepler, Mary Brown, ’37, d. 05/10
Stewart, Louise Clayton, ’35, d. 05/05
Northwestern University
Couch, Aurel Reynolds, ’50, d. 08/10
Ohio State University
Contakis, Stacey, ’87, d. 08/10
Fischer, Miriam McGrath, ’44, d. 12/09
Oney, Dorothy Smith, ’43, d. 10/05
Swan, Sue Burrows, ’48, d. 06/10
Ohio Wesleyan University
Krech, Julia Hamilton, ’45, d. 06/10
Oklahoma State University
Krueger, Cynthia Gregson, ’77, d. 10/09
Sherwood, Patricia Farnam, ’61, d. 08/10
Stark, Charlotte Brown, ’63, d. 08/10
Oklahoma, University of
Brazil, Barbara Beaird, ’49, d. 08/10
Oregon State University
Fleming, Geraldine Trapman, ’48, d. 01/10
Hamsenn, Marjorie Nish, ’35, d. 10/09
Sewell Jones, Elaine Kollins, ’40, d. 08/10
Smith, Josephine Price, ’45, d. 10/06
Pennsylvania State University
Struk, Mary Glading, ’52, d. 03/09
* Pennsylvania, University of
Nazario, Elizabeth Schmit, ’63, d. 02/09
Pittsburgh, University of
Liphart, Dorothy, ’36, d. 07/10
Montuoro, Barbara Hoffman, ’56, d. 10/05
* San Jose State University
Story, Joellyn Webster, ’56, d. 10/09
Southern California, U. of
Frazier, Carole Groat, ’55, d. 07/10

Southern Methodist University
Brown, Carolyn Wright, ’51, d. 08/10
Lee, Elizabeth Foree, ’54, d. 08/10
Texas A&M University
Zimmer, Kelln, ’99, d. 08/10
Texas Tech University
Grum, Janelle Lewis, ’55, d. 01/04
Texas, University of
Bryant, Carole Hellums, ’56, d. 08/10
King, Mary Ownby, ’54, d. 09/10
Teague, Catherine Caldwell, ’30, d. 02/95
Toronto, University of
Casey, Judith Smith, ’58, d. 03/10
Duff, Rosemary, ’47, d. 08/09
Utah, University of
Mundt, Lenora Bybee, ’42, d. 03/08
Thomas, Barbara Armstrong, ’40, d. 08/10
Virginia Tech
Farrar, Angela, ’87, d. 08/09
Washington State University
Faller, Nancy Putney, ’45, d. 07/10
Nelson, Maryrose Casseday, ’42, d. 08/10
Washington University
Gault, Dorris Wenzlick, ’32, d. 03/10
Washington, University of
Nutter, Shirley Myers, ’46, d. 08/10
Whitman College
Koch, Eleanor Bird, ’30, d. 07/10
Wisconsin, University of
Schilling, Jean McIntyre, ’41, d. 07/10
Sears, Joan Niles, ’34, d. 11/09
Wyoming, University of
Legters, Beverly McClintock, ’49, d. 08/10
------------------------------------------------* Indicates inactive chapters.
------------------------------------------------In Memoriam Reminder
When reporting a deceased member, the
Membership Services Department must receive
her full name (including maiden), chapter/
school, year of initiation or graduation, date of
death, and your name, phone number and relationship to the deceased. Copies of obituaries
also are appreciated.
Call Membership Services at Fraternity
Headquarters at 866-KKG-1870; or e-mail
membershipservices@kkg.org; or regular mail
to Kappa Kappa Gamma, Attn. Membership
Services, P.O. Box 38, Columbus, OH 43216.
Memorial Gifts may be sent to the KKΓ
Foundation at the above address.
-------------------------------------------------Correction:
The Key apologizes to Sue Glenn Howey, New
Mexico, and her family. Sue was listed in the
summer 2010 “In Memoriam” list by mistake.
-------------------------------------------------Editor’s Note:
Sue Burrows Swan, Ohio State, was a 1978
Alumnae Achievement Award recipient and
served on the Foundation Board of Trustees
from 1992-96, as Museums Chairman.

www.kappa.org • Fall 2010 • The Key • 39

Arts& Letters
Marry Him: The Case for Settling
for Mr. Good Enough
By Lori Gottlieb, Yale

• Review by Julie Robison, Hillsdale

Dutton, 336 pages, www.lorigottlieb.com/books-marry.php

u

In the movie You’ve Got Mail, Kathleen Kelly (Meg Ryan) tells Joe Fox (Tom
Hanks) that she could never be with someone who owns a boat. “I have a boat,” he
proceeds to tell her; “Which clinches it; we’ll never be together.” He then pays for
her vegetables and, later, professes his love.

Like any sister would do, Lori Gottlieb, Yale, gives advice to fellow females on
relationships, men, marriage and love from her own experience, as well as relating
stories of others, interviewing relationship experts, and even asking her local rabbi
for advice.

40 • The Key • Fall 2010 • www.kappa.org

Photo by Andreas Trauttmansdorff.

Lori, a successful writer whose love life became
famous after her March 2008 article, “Marry Him!
The case for settling for Mr. Good Enough,” published
in The Atlantic Monthly, where she declared that
feminism had failed her, and she was having a child
without a husband. The article caused uproar, landed
Lori a book deal and, more recently, has been optioned
by Warner Independent Pictures.
Lori says that women have been confusing “settling”
with “compromising” and oftentimes go into a
marriage prepared to change their spouse. It is hardly
a surprise that women look more for their fantasy man
than an ideal life partner. “Because I had a twisted
notion of what being a ‘feminist’ meant, my priorities
were all mixed up,” Lori explains.
One of Lori’s colleagues says that while she’s likely
to go through life with a partner, she doesn’t want to
have to change for anyone. But Lori probes whether
that is “empowerment” or “inflexibility.” She says,
“Isn’t change integral to compromise and being in a
mature relationship? Has ‘girl power’ made us selfabsorbed, poor partners?”
Lori explores dating through interviews with matchmakers, research about online dating and plenty
of real-life advice, making acute observations and
acknowledging uncompromising truths. “Suddenly, I
realized that I’d overlooked the two most important—
and basic—interests a prospective spouse would need
to share with me: family life and raising children.”
This thought-provoking read has something to offer
women at any relationship stage, whether married,
divorced, engaged, dating or just looking around.
Lori’s recollection of a man on the radio show This
American Life, when asked about how he met his wife,
supports Lori’s thesis, “Everyone always asks how we
met, but nobody ever asks how we stayed together.”
Lori realizes that “Marriage isn’t a constant passionfest; it’s more like a partnership formed to run a very
small, mundane nonprofit business.” Learning about
what you want and need, and looking for guys who
can give you that, is her overall point. “Ironically
enough,” says one of Lori’s contributors (who has a
happy and arranged marriage), “it’s the commitment
that makes it liberating!”
Lori says that some of the friends she made in
Kappa are still her friends today, “and are some of the
friends whose names have been changed in the book.”
She adds, “Those friendships helped a lot,” and were a
big part of writing her book.

Somewhere in Blue
By Gillian Cummings,
Toronto
u

Canadian author, Gillian Haggart
Cummings, Toronto, has published her first
young adult novel, Somewhere in Blue (Lobster
press, May 2010). The book launch, with many
Kappas in attendance, was a record-breaker for
the store. The manuscript has been singled out
by award-winning novelist Tim Wynne-Jones
for a Letter of Distinction at Toronto’s Humber
School for Writers.
Set in contemporary Toronto, it is the
emotional story of a 16-year-old girl as she
unravels after losing her father to cancer.
After years of newspaper, magazine and
television writing, Gillian’s longstanding dream
of writing a book is finally a reality. Visit the
author at gilliancummings.com.
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Letters to the Editor
)T 7AS A +IND )SSUE
Dear Kappa,
I was reading the article in The
Key on the KIND Campaign, and
was curious how one would contact
Lauren for the documentary and any
other additional information.
Can you help me with the contact
information? My granddaughter’s school is in great need of such
information.
Thank you.
To contact Lauren Parsekian, Pepperdine, about
booking a program at your school, e-mail bookingkind@
kindcampaign.com or visit www.kindcampaign.com.
..........................................................................................
Dear Kappas,
As many of you know, KIND Campaign was in the
running for a $250,000 Pepsi Refresh Grant. Our hope
was to use the money from the grant to fully fund our
upcoming school tour and finish our documentary.
Unfortunately, we did not receive the grant, and are still in
need of additional funding.
If you have been following the campaign, you know that we
are packing our bags and hitting the road for a two-month,
50-city tour, holding KIND Campaign school assemblies
all over the country and screening the film. We have schools
booked across the nation, and we cannot wait to speak to
more girls about this important issue. However, our severe
lack of funding is making it very difficult for us to make
this school tour happen. We have spoken to thousands of
girls and we can honestly tell you that this assembly is a
NEED that changes lives.
Thank you so much for your support.
KINDly,
Lauren, Molly and the KIND Campaign team
Editor’s Note: The Key received the above letter and
decided that there was such a positive response to
THE +).$ #AMPAIGN THAT WE WOULD SHARE THE LETTER
with you. While The Key does not officially endorse or
PROMOTE ANY CAUSES THERE ARE SIMPLY TOO MANY TO BE
FAIR WE DO TRY TO PUBLISH INFORMATION THAT WILL ALLOW
OUR MEMBERS TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS &OR MORE
INFORMATION ABOUT THE +).$ #AMPAIGN VISIT
www.kindcampaign.com.
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Dear Kappa,
I just spoke to a Kappa friend who said she showed the
KIND Campaign article to her middle-school-age son who
has experienced bullying in school, and she loved being
able to show him the pictures of the successful girls who
had gone through the same thing and now are helping
others. She said it was a great teaching moment.
........................................................................................
Hi!
I LOVED the article on being kind. I have a 10-year-old
girl and I have spoken with one of our counselors at our
district office and we are interested in getting Lauren to
come and talk with our campuses. The program she has
created is amazing, and I think it could help so many
young people!
Thank you!

&ROM &ACEBOOK

"ETA -U 6ISITS (EALTH %XHIBIT

Nancy Terrell, DePauw COMMENTED ON &ACEBOOK
“We have a wonderful alumna group in Hawaii—please
join us.”

Dear Editor,

Editor’s Note: &OR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
Hawaii Alumnae Association, visit https://associations.kappa.org/hawaii or e-mail mitchindenver@
yahoo.com.

! &UN +APPA #HEER
I’m not sure if this song is new, but I heard it at Beta
Phi, Montana, and I personally had never heard if before.
I guess it is more of a cheer. It goes like this:
I am a K
I am a K-A
I am a K-A-P-P-A K Gamma girl
And I have K-A-P-P-A down in my H-E-A-R-T
And I will L-O-V-E love it ‘til the D-A-Y I die!
Sarah Roszhart, Creighton
Leadership Consultant 2010-11

My name is Alison Cheever
and I am the President of the
Beta Mu Chapter in Boulder,
Colo. Our chapter is fortunate to
have the Baughn Endowment.
We were able to apply to use a
portion of the endowment fund
to take a field trip during our Recruitment week. We went
to visit the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, where
we were able to visit the Expedition Health Exhibit. This
is an interactive exhibit, which allowed each individual to
analyze her personal health and well-being. It taught the
members lifelong skills on becoming healthy individuals.
It was an extraordinary opportunity, and we are all so
grateful to have been able to go to the exhibit.
Loyally,
Alison Cheever
President of Kappa Kappa Gamma
Beta Mu Chapter
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-ICHIGAN 3TATE %MILY 7EINSTEIN "RITTANY /´"RIEN
-ONICA $´!GOSTINI ,IZA +USTANTIN AND *ILLIAN
3LINGERLAND $ELTA 'AMMA PARTICIPATE IN A 2EADING )S
+EY EVENT AT 4HE "OYS AND 'IRLS #LUB OF %AST ,ANSING

3EMESTER AT 3EA &OUR OF THE NINE +APPAS THAT TRAVELED ON
THE -6 %XPLORER BRING ++' TO +ING $JOSER´S 3TEP 0YRAMID IN
%GYPT 3ARA 3OMMERS AND !NDREA 0ICKRYL "AYLOR "LAKE "ARTER
"UCKNELL AND 4ESSA &RASER 5# $AVIS ENJOYED ENCOUNTERING
CULTURES AND MEETING OTHER +APPAS WHILE STUDYING ABROAD IN
THE -EDITERRANEAN

4ULSA !T THE !MERICAN #ANCER 3OCIETY´S 2ELAY FOR ,IFE EVENT $ELTA 0I STAYS TRUE
TO A 0OKEMON THEME WITH ±'OTTA #URE ³%M !LL² (OMEMADE ±0OKEBALL² COOKIES
WERE SOLD AT THE EVENT TO HELP RAISE FUNDS /VERALL THE TEAM RAISED MORE THAN
  AND THEIR BANNER PLACED SECOND
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/KLAHOMA /N THE FIRST SNOW DAY IN  "ETA 4HETA +APPAS
JOIN IN ON A GIANT SNOWBALL FIGHT WITH OTHER 'REEKS ON CAMPUS
#AMILLE .ASSAR SAYS ±3CHOOL WAS CANCELLED WE WERE COOPED UP
WITH ALL OUR BEST FRIENDS AND THERE WAS BEAUTIFUL SNOW )T WAS A
LITTLE BIT OF MAGIC²

4EXAS ! FRIENDLY POWDER PUFF GAME BETWEEN "ETA
8I AND 0I 0HI CONSISTS OF A LOW COST HIGH PROFIT
FUNDRAISER +APPA AND 0I 0HI ARE BOTH ADVOCATES OF
LITERACY SO THE PROCEEDS WERE DONATED TO 4HE $AVIS
-OON 0ROJECT AN ORGANIZATION THAT DONATES BOOKS
TO CHILDREN IN %THIOPIA

-ISSISSIPPI $ELTA 2HO +APPAS HAND OUT
BOOKS AND PAJAMAS TO STUDENTS AT "RAMLETT
%LEMENTARY 3CHOOL -EAGAN $AVID AND
(ANNAH 3ARVICH HELPED THE CHILDREN PICK THE
PERFECT BOOK TO TAKE HOME

7ILLIAM AND -ARY "RITT "ERRINGER AND 3ARAH &IORITO HELP SERVE PLATTERS OF
SPAGHETTI TO HUNDREDS DURING 'AMMA +APPA´S ANNUAL +APPASTA FUNDRAISING
EVENT ON CAMPUS 4HE CHAPTER RAISED MORE THAN   WHICH WAS DONATED TO
3USAN ' +OMAN FOR THE #URE IN HONOR OF THEIR PHILANTHROPY ADVISER WHO WAS
BATTLING BREAST CANCER

5# 3AN $IEGO ! :ETA .U SERVICE DAY AT THE 3AN $IEGO #ENTER FOR #HILDREN
INCLUDES READING CARDS AND COOKIES 4HE SISTERS READ TO AND INTERACT WITH THE
CHILDREN THROUGHOUT THE DAY
WWWKAPPAORG s &ALL  s 4HE +EY s 45

n ws

collegiate

5# 3ANTA #RUZ )N THE BEAUTIFUL HILLS OF
LOCAL 3ANTA #RUZ %TA -U MEMBERS TAKE
HIKES TOGETHER 4HE REDWOOD FORESTS AROUND
CAMPUS PROVIDE THE PERFECT BACKDROP FOR
INVIGORATING SISTERHOOD HIKES

9ALE 4O GET THEIR CREATIVE JUICES FLOWING :ETA 8I´S "ID $AY  INCLUDES A
HEADBAND MAKING STATION !NNE 0OPE +ATHERINE (OPKINS 3ARAH "ALLATORI 4ARA
2EISBIG *ESSICA 0ETERSON AND !NDREA +LESTADT CONSTRUCT BEADED HEADBANDS AT
THE ±PEACE² THEMED STATION
2ICHMOND !LONGSIDE 2ICHMOND AREA ALUMNAE :ETA /MICRON
ACTIVE MEMBERS READ ±#ORDUROY² AND COMPLETE MULTIPLE
STORY RELATED ACTIVITIES WITH PRESCHOOL STUDENTS %ACH STUDENT
RECEIVES THE SELECTED BOOK AND A KEEPSAKE FOLLOWING THE THEME

6IRGINIA #HRISTIANA 7HITE
-ARY 6AN -ETER #OURTENAY
$OBBINS -ADDIE 'ARDNER
!UDSLEY $UNAVANT AND
'RACE (OBBY WEAR ±BLEED
BLUE² TANKS DURING +APPA
+ICKOFF A FLAG FOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT 4HE SHIRTS ARE
%PSILON 3IGMA´S UNIFORM
OF CHOICE FOR A VARIETY OF
EVENTS AND PHILANTHROPIES
'EORGIA 3T *UDE #HILDREN´S 2ESEARCH (OSPITAL HAS $ELTA 5PSILON TO THANK
FOR AN INCREDIBLY SUCCESSFUL CRAWFISH BOIL PHILANTHROPY "ENJY $AVIS 0ROJECT
PERFORMED +APPAS PUT TOGETHER BOXES OF FOOD AND EVERYONE CAME TOGETHER
TO SUPPORT THE CHILDREN
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"UTLER +ELLEY -ALEC AND
*ESSICA .ELSON CELEBRATE
GRADUATION +ELLEY GRADUATED
CUM LAUDE WITH A BACHELOR
OF SCIENCE IN ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION AND *ESSICA
GRADUATED MAGNA CUM LAUDE
WITH A BACHELOR OF ARTS IN
HISTORY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

$E0AUW #HLOE ,AWSON AND %MELIE *OHANSSON )OTA SMILE BRIGHTLY
FOR THE START OF 2ECRUITMENT -EMBERS ARE PROUD OF THEIR  NEW
MEMBERS THE LARGEST NEW MEMBER CLASS ON THE ROW

$UKE $ELTA "ETA SISTERS #OURTNEY -ONTGOMERY !NNA (ENDERSON
AND 3ARAH +RUEGER TRAVEL WELL TOGETHER /N THE BEACHES OF -AUI
(AWAII THEY SPELLED OUT ++'
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“The people and the children in Gua

Mission team members climb volcano Pacaya.

Baylor Mission Team Travels
to Guatemala

T

he Epsilon Upsilon, Baylor, mission team,
consisting of 12 Kappas and two chaperones,
traveled to Guatemala for a weeklong philanthropic effort. Epsilon Upsilon chapter chaplain,
Lauren Forde, presented her sisters with the
opportunity at the beginning of the 2008-09 school
year. By the end of February, the team had been
put together and the destination had been chosen:
Antigua, Guatemala.
The conference included more than 5,000
students. In May 2009, the team left for Guatemala
with the desire to help many. The team spent its
first morning at an American-run orphanage for
special-needs children, Los Gozosos, which means
“the joy-filled ones.” Fifteen children who were
deserted by their families because of their disabilities
live in the orphanage. Despite awful conditions and
stresses, the orphanage tends to the severe needs
of the children. The Kappas worked to shovel dirt
and break up concrete to improve the orphanage’s
road, to hang a tarp to create a waterproof outdoor
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shelter, and to hammer out old glass windows so
that new ones could be installed.
At another orphanage, Casa Bernabe, approximately 150 children between infancy and 19 years
old are housed. The mission team was informed that
they would be helping with some light gardening.
For the group, it quickly became apparent that “light
gardening” in Guatemala means something much
more rigorous. With axes, shovels and hoes in hand,
the group tore up the existing ground to prepare
for planting. They also had time to bond with some
of the youngest children being cared for at the
orphanage.
The women witnessed poverty when they went
to the city dump or La Basurera, the largest dump
in Central America. Leighann Leitgeb recounts,
“The second we got out of our vans we were
overwhelmed with the smell of rotting garbage. We
had to put toothpaste under our noses to keep from
vomiting.” Measuring one hundred football fields in
length, the dump supports more than 11,000 lives.

temala forever made an impression on our lives.”
People dig through the garbage in hopes of
finding something worth selling for a living.
“We all wanted to go down into the dump
and hug the people working. After witnessing
an event like this, it gave each of us a new
meaning for the word ‘poverty,’” says Leighann.
The team ventured to a school, Nuestros
Ahijados, or “our Godchildren,” where they
cooked spaghetti, bread and melon for the
children. The kids were delighted when they
approached the Kappas to get their food. The
children perceived a dish that is quite ordinary
in the Baylor Kappa house as something extra
special.
During the trip, the women had the
opportunity to climb an active volcano, Pacaya,
which was treacherous, but rewarding. “Many
of us got scraped by the sharp lava rocks. …
We could even feel the heat radiating through
the rocks. But, at an astounding river of
flowing lava, we roasted marshmallows!”
In reflection of the experience, Leighann
says, “If you asked any of the girls who went
on this trip, they would tell you it was truly
one of the most amazing weeks of our lives. …
Not only did we have the chance to help some
people who needed it, we also had the chance
to individually grow in our faith. It was an
incredible week that none of us will ever forget.
The people and the children in Guatemala
forever made an impression on our lives. We
are all so thankful that we had the opportunity
to go on this trip!”

At an outdoor market, Kappas buy melon to go along with the spaghetti
dinner at Nuestros Ahijados.

The entire Epsilon Upsilon team takes in the sights in Antigua, Guatemala.
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Reading Is Key

Rumble in the Jungle—South Carolina
“Rumble in the Jungle of Books” incorporated a hands-on approach to promote reading
in young children. Epsilon Kappa, South Carolina, members paired with 34 Boys & Girls
Club members, involving them in four reading-based activities. At the first station, If You
Give a Mouse a Cookie was read as they enjoyed cupcakes. Children then wrote their own
book, “If you Give a Chimp a Cupcake.” The second station, Where the Wild Things Are,
included a read-aloud and mask making. The third station incorporated fitness and fun
with Frog and Toad Are Friends, including animal-themed relay games and “Tarzan Says.”
Lastly, the children were read The Giving Tree, and got to choose four books each, along
with a jungle-designed pencil and bookmark. Face painting and an appearance by Clifford
the Dog were big hits.
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Thing One and Two Visit Walla
Walla—Whitman
Each spring Gamma Gamma, Whitman, hosts an
annual Dr. Seuss Day in collaboration with the Walla
Walla Public Library. This event is both a celebration
of Dr. Seuss’s birthday and of National Reading Day.
Approximately 200 children and their families attended
the event and book distribution. Highlights included
a live-action telling of The Cat in the Hat, reading
corners where Kappas read stories aloud and an array
of craft projects focused on literacy and learning. Dr.
Seuss Day is a wonderful opportunity for Kappas to
engage with the community and promote literacy.

Reading Is Key All Year
Long—Tulsa
Delta Pi, Tulsa, adopted Lindbergh
Elementary, a local public school serving
at-risk students. During the school year,
Delta Pi members raise money for craft
supplies and collect books to donate to the
second-graders at Lindbergh.
While Kappas donated many new books,
in addition, two fourth-grade elementary
school classes in Flower Mound, Texas,
donated a large number of gently used
books to the second-graders. In total, the
chapter collected nearly 300 books, which
were distributed during a Reading Is Key
event that the chapter held at Lindbergh.
The second-graders were thrilled with
reading and craft activities, and expressions
of joy were heard throughout the day. Each
child received two or three books for their
own private collections. Remaining books
were donated to the second-grade teachers
and the school library.
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Great KKG Getaways
Kappa Kappa Gamma Fraternity Headquarters is hiring!
We are looking for a full-time Interactive Graphic
Designer to work in our Columbus, Ohio, office. Qualified
candidates will have brand-management experience
and the ability to interpret and adapt the existing
Kappa Kappa Gamma brand to the interactive space,
and be able to develop eye-catching, insightful and
inspiring interactive materials for websites, social media
sites, events, presentations, mobile applications, etc.
Submit information to kkghq@kkg.org, Attn: Director of
Marketing and Communications.

Book early to save!
Holland & Belgium
April 9–17

Travel canals aboard elegant, new river ship to visit Bruges, Delft,
The Hague and the Delta Project. Revel in tulips at the Keukenhof
Gardens in Amsterdam. Meals/excursions included. Starts at $2,393.

Spain—Andalucia
May 16–25

Seven nights in Marabella with trips to Ronda, Granada and Malaga
to visit the Pablo Picasso Museum. The view of the Mediterranean,
most meals and excursions included. Book early at $2,395.

Chianti and Italian Riviera
June 5–14

Two deluxe hotels, four nights each to explore Portofino, Santa
Margherita, Cinque Terra as well as Florence, Sienna and the Tuscan
wine country. Most meals, excursions and wine included. Book early
at $2,795.

Normandy and Paris •
August 29–September 7
Greek Isles • September 12–22
Chicago • October 18–23

Alumni Holidays International Travel (AHI) trips
include alumni travelers from other organizations and
offer alternative dates. Family and friends are welcome
on all Kappa Travels trips.
For more information, contact Dale Brubeck,
William and Mary, Kappa Travels Coordinator at
614-888-0685, or dbrubeck@columbus.rr.com or AHI
toll free at
or visit

800-323-7373,

http://kappag.ahitravel.com.
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Have you moved? Changed your name, occupation or e-mail address? Please go to
www.kappa.org to update your profile or send in this form.
Full Name: ________________________________________________ Chapter: ____________________________
Spouse’s Name: _________________________________ Home Phone: ___________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Send to Kappa Kappa Gamma Fraternity Headquarters, P.O. Box 38, Columbus, OH 43216-0038,
kkghq@kkg.org, 866-554-1870 or fax to 614-228-7809.
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Send all notices of address
changes and member deaths to:
ΚΚΓ Headquarters
P.O. Box 38
Columbus, OH 43216-0038
Toll Free: 866-554-1870
E-mail: kkghq@kkg.org

