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From the desk of Dr. Mary Osborne, Monmouth
Stewart House Museum Director

   

I’m what you might call an adrenaline junkie when it comes to researching the Stewart
family. Discovering new information about the family excites me. Recently, as I was
reading an obituary for Minnie Stewart’s aunt, Mary McKinney, I learned that Minnie had a
cousin who was a missionary to China for 30 years. I immediately wanted to know more. I
have several research projects in various stages, but researching the family, especially
women, in this era can be challenging. The absence of a paper trail means hitting many
dead ends. My other projects had hit a bit of a lull, so I had an opportunity to look into
Mary Bergen’s life.
 
Mary McKinney Bergen (1858–1939) was born in Oquawka, Illinois. Oquawka is also
Minnie Stewart’s birthplace. Mary was the daughter of Mary Stewart McKinney, Judge
Stewart’s younger sister. The McKinneys moved to Aledo, Illinois, when Mary was a child.
She attended Monmouth College in the 1870s, where she was initiated into Alpha Chapter
in 1875.

   

Mary later enrolled at Lake Forest College
and married Paul D. Bergen in 1883. They
entered the ministry and served as
missionaries to China in the Shantung
Province. Paul became the first president of
what became known as Shantung Christian
University, and Mary operated a school for
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Excerpt from Bergen's 1922 passport application

Photo credit: ancestry.com
 

Chinese women and girls. The Bergens
were living in China when the Boxer
Rebellion broke out. They returned to the
United States several times on furlough.
Mary had at least one occasion to visit
Minnie’s niece in 1889, leaving a note in
Lucretia Stewart Weir’s autograph book.
Paul died in 1915 and Mary made several
more trips abroad before retiring to Green
Cove Springs, Florida, where a community
of retired clergy people lived. Founders Lou
Bennett Boyd and Jennie Boyd also lived
there. Perhaps they knew one another. Mary
Bergen and the Boyds are buried in Hickory
Grove Cemetery in Green Cove Springs.

   

 

Message from Mary Bergen to Lucretia Stewart
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From the Digital Archives
 

Several members of the Stewart family had
midwinter birthdays. Happy Birthday to
Judge James Stewart, Minnie Stewart’s
father. He was born on Jan. 5, 1818. The
image below is his law license from 1865.
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Judge Stewart had been practicing law
since the 1840s, but this document proved
that he had paid the tax to practice law in
Illinois.
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Isabelle McKamy Stewart, Minnie’s mother,
was born on Jan. 22, 1824. Isabelle and
James Stewart are pictured in the center of
the photograph. They may have posed for it
when they were visiting California. 

 

Lucretia Stewart Weir, Minnie’s niece, was
born on Jan. 30, 1874. As a collegian,
Lucretia was active in Monmouth College’s
literary societies. This is a photograph of
Lucretia as a young woman.
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Visit The Stewart House
 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, The Stewart House is closed to the public until
further notice. Please check our Facebook page for virtual presentations.

 

Listen Up
 

“Voyage of Discovery” may have ended, but you can still get your dose of
Kappa history by following “Key Matters,” and “Historically Speaking.” New
episodes are published monthly.
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The Stewart House Museum
1015 E. Euclid Ave.

Monmouth, Illinois 61462
309-734-5154

stewarthouse.org

The Stewart House Museum
is owned and operated by:

Kappa Kappa Gamma Foundation
6640 Riverside Drive, Suite 200

Dublin, Ohio 43017
614-228-6515
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